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FROM OUR PASTOR …
Happy February everyone!

There are so many wonderful things happening in our
beautiful faith community.  You were willing to step out

in faith.  Because of that, there is no limit to where we are
going to go from here.

I am excited about moving forward with the partnership with
Family Promise!  This is a good thing for us and our
community.
(see the DISCOVERY Team update on the next page)

I am also excited about having a music director once again!   As we build, our music
ministry will include adult choir, children’s choir, and even bell choir.  Our worship
services will be enhanced as many people share their God-given talents to the glory
of God.

Anthony will begin with Greenawalds on February 26 as our new Music Director.  His
title of Music/AV Advisor has been adjusted to AV Tech. I know our Tech Team will be
excited when Anthony is there each Sunday!  What you don’t know is that almost
every Sunday, the Tech Team and Anthony communicate about the live stream and
the in-house technology.  Having Ant there in person each Sunday will really take the
pressure off of them.  It also allows me to be free on a Sunday morning in ways I
have not been up until now.

I look forward to visiting with the children in Sunday School and also to starting the
Adult Faith Formation class that we tried to get going in the fall.
(see article on FAITH FORMATION for more information on classes)

And on a personal note, I admit that I am so excited to finally have my family united
in worship once again!  Since my journey has taken me to many different churches,
the idea of a “church home” began to seem unattainable for my children.  This is one
of the sacrifices they have made for me so that I could do and be what God was
asking of me. Now that Anthony and I are serving the same congregation, my prayer
is that Aria, Kalvin (Aria’s fiance), Paul and Grace will find their spiritual home.

2



There is one other thing that I want to let you know about:

From February 21 to March 1, I will be in Hyderabad, India.  I was asked to represent
our conference on this important mission trip as we establish relationships with the
Diocese of South India. This trip includes the Conference Ministers from both Penn
Northeast and Penn Southeast plus two additional representatives from each
conference.  I am humbled and honored to be included!  So I will be traveling with
our own Bonnie Bates, Bill Worley (PSEC Conference Min), David Charles Smith
(Pastor, Jordan UCC Allentown) and two others from PSEC. When I return, I look
forward to sharing my experiences with you.

With love as we serve together,
Pastor Janet

DISCOVERY PROJECT UPDATE
The members of UCC Greenawalds voted to affirm our partnership with Family Promise
of Lehigh Valley during the January 29th Congregational meeting. This exciting project
will now move into the next phase.

A few members of the Discovery Project Group will meet with Family Promise
representatives to discuss and write up the covenant between our two non-profits. This
will be called a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) in future communications.

A press release informing the community of our intent to partner with Family Promise will
be sent to various news outlets after the MOU has been signed. The press release will
also inform the public of two community meetings to be held at UCCG to inform and
answer questions about the project.

Concurrently, we will meet with the architect to finalize the plans. Both parties have
requested a few minor changes that will need to be completed before going before the
South Whitehall Township Zoning Board.

We are looking forward to this new partnership and the changes it may bring to our
community and our lives.

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not
harm you, plans to give you a hope and a future.”         Jerimiah 29:11

Karen Griffith
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Eleanor Limpar, at home Doris Shaver, Phoebe Home (Room T313A)
Mae Moyer, at home Naomi Thomas, at home
Louise Reinhard, at home Lois Tice, at home

Geri Yarnall, Phoebe Home (Room T311B)

We offer our sincere sympathy to Rev. Michael Eckroth
on the death of his mother, LaRue Eckroth, who passed away on

Friday, January 20, 2023 at the age of 85.

NURSERY SCHOOL UPDATE:
● Thank you for your support of our Blue Mountain Candle fundraiser.
● Our current fundraiser is Gertrude Hawk candies. A brochure will be available in the

lobby/narthex on Sunday morning.  Deadline to order is Thursday, February 23.
● We will continue to collect items for the Used Clothing Drive until April 20 (please

place items in garbage bags).
● We are now accepting registrations for the 2023-2024 school year.  If you know of

someone who may be interested in enrolling their child, please have them call the
Nursery School office at 610-435-5467.

● THANK YOU for your continued support of our Nursery School program.
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On January 15, 2023 we welcomed 9 new members into our congregation at
UCC Greenawalds.

L-R Matt Stalter, Dave Adams, Paul Quinn, Karen Adams, Ashley Adams and her children,
JJ, Spencer, and Arra Barnett (not pictured)

Pastor Janet, CJ Hemerly, Brandy Hemerly, Bart & Kimberly Tizio and their children,
Bartolo and Haley
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… to everyone who contributed to our “Weather Alert” collection box.  We
collected 130 items.  The Lehigh Conference of Churches is appreciative of our
support of their ongoing effort to care for our local homeless population.

… from Sandy Lakatosh for the prayers, cards and phone calls following her
recent hip replacement surgery.  She hopes to see everyone soon!

… from the Allentown Area Ecumenical Food Bank for your generous food
donation of 125.5 pounds of essential items given to us on December 23, just in
time for our holiday distribution. (FYI, these items were from our Reverse
Advent Calendar collection.)

Faith Formation at Greenawalds

9:30-10:15 am

We offer Sunday School for ages 3 to 5th grade which is

led by a spirited team of leaders.

We use a curriculum entitled, “A JOYFUL PATH.”

Here is a description:

A Joyful Path is a spiritual curriculum that connects children
with their own inner wisdom and focuses on how we behave affects our happiness. It

teaches interdependence, self awareness, respect for nature, stillness, forgiveness, prayer,
meditation, integrity, radical inclusion, and experiencing God. Using the Bible, sacred texts,
and wisdom stories from around the world, A Joyful Path, Year 1 helps children learn how to

follow the path of Jesus in today’s world. In Year 1, we emphasize behavior over belief,
teaching reverence and gratitude for this life, supporting children to find their own inner

wisdom and to connect to the Spirit and God Within All.

WHAT ABOUT AN ADULT CLASS??
Good News!! The Adult Faith Formation Class will begin on March 5 at 9:30am.

Pastor Janet will lead. Join us!
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On Sunday, February 5, and Sunday, February 12, we will again have the
opportunity to ‘vote’ for our favorite team by bringing cans of soup and placing
them in the box in the narthex/lobby labeled with your favorite team.  On
Sunday, February 12, you are invited to support your favorite team by wearing
your team’s colors.  Regardless of who wins the game on February 12, the
Ecumenical Food Bank will be the big winner when all soup donations are
delivered to them!
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We are very happy to report that in the month of January, three families successfully
completed the program and have moved on to affordable housing.  Congratulations to all!

We currently have two families in the rotation;  however, we are expecting to add two more
families just in time for our host week beginning Sunday, February 5 thru Sunday, February 12.

Our host weeks for the remainder of 2023 are:  April 30 - May 7,  September 24 - October 1,
and November 5 - 12.

Our Designer Purse Bingo on January 21, was a success.  The total profit was $7,738.  A big
“THANK YOU” to the five UCCG volunteers who helped prep, prepare, and serve food at the
event.  Awesome job!

Save the Dates:

Saturday, February 18, 2023 - Big Band Dance - 7:00 pm at St. Timothy Lutheran Church,
140 S. Ott Street, Allentown - $10 per person - ALL proceeds benefit Family Promise of Lehigh
Valley.
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Saturday, April 1, 2023-Annual Homecoming Gala - “The Magic of Community & Caring Year”

5:30 pm at Aster Event Center, 621 Grange Road, Allentown.
Individual tickets $125 per person or a Table of 8 for $800.

More information will be provided in the March Echoes.

SOUP, SOUP … AND MORE SOUP!

We hope you enjoyed the chicken corn chowder and ham & bean soup last
month!   More of your favorites are being prepared this month … chicken noodle,
split pea w/ham, and vegetable w/beef soups.

See page 13 of the Echoes for an order form.  Orders must be placed by
Sunday, February 12, with pick up on Sunday, February 19.
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PENNY PARTY - SATURDAY, MARCH 25, 2023

We need YOUR help to make this event a success!

If you have any questions, see Mark or Michelle Adams 610-295-7193 or
boooschick@yahoo.com

LEADERSHIP CIRCLE
Our Leadership Circle continues to meet monthly in person and via
zoom. Here are some highlights from our January 19, 2023 meeting:

● Sue Borger led devotions by reading a blog entitled, “Changes:  God’s Opportunity to
Bless” by Martha Noebel.

● We reviewed the Financial Secretary’s and Treasurer’s Reports for December and
end-of-year.  All were in order.  Motion made to accept the reports as presented.  All
in favor; motion carried.

● We reviewed and approved minutes from several recent meetings.  Motions made to
accept each individual report.  All in favor; motions carried.

● The Pastor’s Report was submitted and reviewed.
● Reports were submitted by OMG, Property, and Music & Worship.

10



An IMPORTANT Message about Business and Finances from Your Leadership Circle

At our Annual Congregational meeting on Sunday, January 29, we accomplished a number of
important business and financial items:

● Karen Griffith made a detailed presentation on the proposed partnership between
UCCG and Family Promise of Lehigh Valley.  The congregation voted and affirmed this
partnership, and we will now move on to the next step in making this partnership a
reality.

● We conducted the annual Nomination and Election of Leadership Circle members and
other representatives.  Thank you and welcome to our new leaders!

● We also announced that an opportunity presented itself to us, and that we have hired
Anthony Newett to be our Music Director, filling the vacant position formerly known
as Director of Music Ministries.

● Hiring Anthony at a salary of $15,000 for the Music Director position and the
revamped A/V Technical Director position at a salary of $5,000, made for a deficit of
$8,763 in the 2023 budget approved in November (this deficit also includes an $828
fee for a maintenance agreement on the A/C units and payroll taxes for Anthony’s
salary.)

● A motion was made and seconded to amend the 2023 budget to include the above
monies.  The vote was conducted; all present voted in favor of amending the budget
to include this deficit.  The motion carried.

Here is where the Finance part comes in:
● During the budget discussion, Sheri Stephens explained that if each of our giving

units would increase their financial giving by a minimum of $3.00 per week, we will
be able to meet the revised 2023 budget.

● We continue to encourage members to make a recurring gift through your bank or
through our online giving resource. This way, if you’re not worshiping in person, you
may continue to support your church and our missions.

● Please contact Sue at the church office or on her cell if you would like to sign-up for
on-line giving or are able to increase your on-line giving, and Sue can take care of that
for you.

● Remember, it’s best to sign-up using your checking account; using a credit card incurs
fees the church is charged, thus losing money you are giving to the church.

● Please prayerfully consider if you are able to increase your weekly or monthly gift.

THANK YOU!

11



2022 Financial Giving

Your 2023 Leadership Circle

(to be installed on Sunday, February 19 during worship)

Officers:

Moderator - Kerry Merkel
Vice Moderator - Larry Christman
Immediate Past Moderator - Sheri Stephens
Recording Secretary/Financial Secretary - Sue Borger
Treasurer/Finance & Budget Representative - Bonnie Marmon

Members-at-Large:
Linda Altrichter
Diane Borman
Jayne Christman
Nanci Snyder

Ministry Team Leads:
Music & Worship - Linda Altrichter
OMG (formerly Mission) - Sue Roth
Property - Lee Stephens
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HOME-MADE SOUP SALE

Sunday, February 19, 2023

Brrr… it’s cold outside!  We’re making more of your favorite soups!  Proceeds will

go toward UCCG’s heating oil bill, with 10% of the proceeds being donated to

Community Bike Works, Allentown.

# of

Quarts

Chicken Noodle Soup ____ x $10.00 each = $_____

Split Pea w/Ham Soup ____ x $10.00 each = $_____

Vegetable w/Beef Soup ____ x $12.00 each = $_____

TOTAL ____ Quarts $_____

Orders must be received by UCC Greenawalds no later than Sunday,

February 12,2023. Place order forms in the offering plate or mail them

to the church:

Soup Sale

U.C.C. Greenawalds

2325 Albright Avenue

Allentown PA   18104

NAME  _____________________________         PHONE  ______________

*************************************************************************

****  Return above order form to church; keep this portion as a reminder …

Soup must be picked up at UCCG after worship until 2:00 pm on

Sunday,February 19, 2023. (Total owed: $_________)
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“Giving is more than a responsibility - it is a privilege;
more than an act of obedience - it is evidence of our faith.”

~William Arthur Ward; author and motivational speaker
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OUR STAFF
Pastor Janet Newett, Pastor 610.657.2189 cell

pastorjanetn@gmail.com

Church Office/Main Phone 610-435-1763

Susan Borger, Church Secretary 484-695-7954 cell

Anthony Newett, Music Director & A/V Tech Advisor 215-805-4353

Robert “Sonny” Rinker, Custodian 484-524-2070

Nursery School 610-435-5467
churchoffice@uccgreenawalds.org FAX 610-435-0988

Pastor’s Office Hours Vary
For a visit with Pastor Janet, please call her cell phone.

(Text messages preferred)

Church Secretary Office Hours are Wednesday, 9:00 am – 3:00 pm.
(Other hours, from home.  Call as necessary.)

Hospital Code   #439

ECHOES is a monthly publication of the United Church of Christ, Greenawalds.  Members, committee
chairpersons leading a group and anyone with pertinent information are encouraged to submit
information and upcoming events.  Submit news by email to the church office at
churchoffice@uccgreenawalds.org or to Sue Borger at borgersusan@yahoo.com no later than the
22nd of each month.

The February 2023 Edition of Echoes is sponsored by:

Judith Anton
In loving memory of her parents, David & Doris Nissen

Communication to our members is an important part of our ministry.  If you cannot attend church
regularly, or do not use a computer, you can remain connected with the news, our mission and

upcoming activities through this newsletter.

Sponsors for the Echoes help to support the ministry of UCC Greenawalds to all members.
Call Sue Borger 484.695.7954 to sign up for a sponsorship and include your dedication

information.
Cost is $20.00 per sponsorship.
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