ECHOES UNITED CHURCH OF

JULY 2025 CHRIST GREENAWALDS

2nd ANNUAL Community Yard Sale!
Sat. July 19 2025 8:00 am- 12:00 pm
UCC Greenawalds 2324 Albright Ave Allentown

Contact the church office to | Reserve a space to sell

reserve your space TODAY!! ;
uccgreenawald mail.com |YOUr items for only $10!
' Need to a table, also?

Space set up
Rent one for $10

HOT DOGS, POP CORN,
& DRINKS

(Available for purchase)

Note: The Youth Group will be manning a table at the Yard Sale, so if you
would like to donate “stuff” for them to sell, we would greatly appreciate
it. Deadline to get things to the church for the yard sale is July 13. Thanks.
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NEW TASK FORCES FORMING NOW!

Safety Task force: No experience necessary, just a willingness to learn and spend time
exploring ways to keep UCCG a safe and welcoming place for all. Call or talk to
Karen Griffith (610-703-6826).

ONA Core Group: In various ways over the last year, we have been talking about how our
church can be safe and welcoming. One of those ways is to explore what it means for us
to be Open and Affirming. If you are interested in this Core Group, call or talk to

Jayne Christman (610-333-6967).



UCCG Worship Schedule -

Accessible In Person, Online and Audio Only

Worship begins at 10:00 am
With Fellowship Time at 9:30 am
Streamed LIVE on Facebook and YouTube. Or call in for audio only
by dialing 610-437-2320 OR 508-924-3609

Pastor Janet is scheduled to have
back surgery on July 23rd.
Though | will not be at worship
for a few weeks, | plan to do as much work
as | can from home.

JULY 6 - “Be a Reflection of God;” 2 Kings 5:1-14 and Galatians 6:1-4
JULY 13- “Look for the Helpers;” Luke 10:25-37
JULY 20- “Distractions;” Luke 10:38-42
JULY 27 - Guest Preacher: Rev. Dr. Bonnie Bates
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Growing Old Gracefully
In the Summer of 2025
= An All-Congregational Study;
2 00 #79 B8 Helping the End of Life be as
Gy : Beautiful as the Beginning
Sermons
Small Groups and
Schedule of Events TBA

Watch for some special events to be scheduled for August as more of our Growing

Old Gracefully program. We will be bringing in special guests to discuss wills, funeral

planning and advanced medical directives (this schedule will be confirmed after

Pastor Janet’s back surgery on July 23).
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Remember ...

You don’t stop laughing when you grow old -
You grow old when you stop laughing!



FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR JANET
Hi Greenawalds friends and family,

Lately | have been thinking about how good we are (or aren’t)
at navigating life’s unexpected bumps in the road. You
probably know by now that my back surgery originally
scheduled for July 2 has been rescheduled to July 23. | was
scared and a little apprehensive about my surgery and recovery

but | also just wanted to get it done. Moving it an additional
three weeks has been frustrating for more than one reason.

But I'm certainly not alone in facing life when it doesn’t go as planned. Frustration,
disappointment, worry, or even relief can emerge, depending on our situations. Going
from one feeling to another is common as we process and adjust when our plans shift-
whether it's a small inconvenience or a major detour.

What spiritual and emotional tools do we have when life throws us a curveball?

Do you believe “everything happens for a reason?” People answer that question in a lot
of different ways but here is what | like to remind myself: in all circumstances, I/ can at
least trust God. The world around us can be unpredictable but God is still present- even
when | don’t sense it (that’s a me problem, not a God problem). With each turn, trip
and fall, maybe we’d get up faster if we trusted that God’s grace was there to protect us?

What does God’s grace feel like to you? It might be a sudden peace amid chaos, a word
from a friend or stranger that surprises you, or a Scripture or a song that comes up just
at the “right” moment. I'd love to hear your thoughts and experiences. Let’s rely on
one another for inspiration and assistance! When the earth quakes and the ground
moves, so does God’s influence on us. As one of the VBS songs reminds us, the power of
God is moving like an earthquake!

So, remember, it’s okay to feel your emotions deeply—grief, fear, frustration. God isn’t
afraid of your questions. Pause, pray, reflect. Let silence meet your heart and let
community hold it with you. Build resilience by anchoring in God’s promises: “Come to
me, all who are weary...” (Matthew 11:28). Or “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and
lean not on your own understanding...” (Proverbs 3:5) Finally, share your story. Your
testimony of God’s grace in the bumps could be the beacon someone else needs!

~ Pastor Janet



“A Beautiful Mess: God’s Work in a Garbage Dump”
An Interview with Larry and Jayne Christman

Last night, Janet and | had the pleasure of dining with the Christmans
and the Stalters at La Dolce Casa in Tamaqua for our small dining group.
Somewhere between the pasta and the cannoli, the conversation

wandered to timeshares—and that’s when Larry and Jayne shared an
experience with us that completely shifted the tone of the evening.

They told us about their place in Puerto Vallarta, and then they began to describe a mission
program they’ve supported for nearly 30 years: Familias de la Esperanza, or Families of the
Dump. Hearing them speak about it reminded me of the importance of the mission work we do
at UCCG—especially Family Promise.

| was moved by their testimony and wanted you to hear it, too. Larry and Jayne have agreed to
tell the story in their own words.

Anthony: Larry and Jayne, can we start by hearing how you first got involved with the program?
Would you share what that initial experience was like for you?

Jayne: During one of our early visits to Puerto Vallarta, we heard about Families at the Dump
and discovered that we could give hands-on help while vacationing. We piled into a small van
with other guests and drove miles out to the city’s garbage dump.

When we arrived, we looked into the faces of fathers, mothers, grandparents—generations of
families who had lived there for years. They lined up, one by one, and showed such gratitude
just for a bottle of water and a piece of fruit.

We stood there in juice and muck, birds circling overhead, surrounded by overwhelming
smells... and in that moment, | forgot all about the beautiful resort, the drinks by the pool, and
my feet in the sand.

Later that day, we helped make and serve lunch for the children in a small building nearby.

Larry: We had noticed a sign in our resort’s lobby about Families at the Dump. | don’t even
know exactly why we signed up, but | like to believe it was God nudging us to help these people.

The resort owner had started the mission and personally took us to the dump to hand out water
and fruit. The people living there didn’t have an address—until the mission intervened.



They named the road Hope Road and gave each shack a number. Suddenly, these families had
addresses, which meant the children could get birth certificates and finally enroll in school.

Anthony: That’s incredible. Can you describe what you were feeling as you took it all in?

Jayne: We couldn’t believe our eyes. These families were living in tiny shacks made of cardboard
and whatever else they could find. No electricity. No running water. No comfortable beds.

And the children—running around, playing, not even aware of how poor and disadvantaged
they were.

Our hearts broke. We knew we had to do something. Once you see something like that, you
can’t unsee it. | think | was in shock.

Larry: I've always felt that if we can afford to go to this beautiful resort, then we can afford to
give back to the people who live there.

Anthony: How has your involvement with this program shaped your life back home?

Jayne: | will never forget the images of those families. What once felt hopeless has become a
story of hope and change. Over more than 20 years, we’ve watched this mission make a lasting
difference in the lives of generations.

Being part of it opened my eyes—and my heart—to caring deeply about people | didn’t even
know. My definition of “neighbor” grew. Compassion, justice, love—those are the feelings | try
to carry with me each day now.

Anthony: Were there any special people or moments along the way that left a lasting mark on
you?

Jayne: One part of the mission allows you to sponsor a student. Our first student was a girl
named Bertha. Each year, we provided the money she needed for school uniforms, shoes, a
backpack, and supplies. We sponsored her through high school.

The most exciting moment was when we visited and actually recognized her from a photo the
mission had sent. We finally got to meet Bertha after many years—it was amazing!



Larry: Now we sponsor a boy named Christian. He’s 16 now, but we met him on his 10th
birthday. All the boys love soccer, so we brought him a soccer ball—and he immediately ran to
tell his friends, and they all went out to play.

We also brought bags of candy. The children lined up, and each was allowed two pieces. Every
single one of them said thank you—in either English or Spanish.

I'll never forget a little girl who reached up for me to pick her up. | wasn’t sure if | should, but
the teacher nodded “yes.” When | lifted her, she placed a sticker flower on my shirt. | still have
that flower to this day.

Anthony: That’s so touching. And knowing you, Larry, I’'m not at all surprised you kept that
flower. | would’ve done the same! Do you still participate in the program when you visit Puerto
Vallarta?

Jayne: Absolutely. Every time we go back, we bring an empty suitcase from Allentown and fill it
with school supplies and small toys. | get so much joy reading to the children in English—they
hang on every word. Larry loves serving lunch. The kids are so thankful. Visiting the mission has
become an important part of our vacation for the past 27 years.

Larry: Things are so much better for the people now. The resort built housing along Hope Road,
as well as a nursery school, a fellowship hall, and a large kitchen where we help serve meals.

But to qualify for housing, families must follow strict rules: children must attend school and
bring home passing grades, there’s no alcohol or drugs, no pets in the building, and one family
member must work. Others must help with cleaning or childcare. They also must attend church.

It’s not a permanent solution—it’s a stepping stone. A hand up, not a handout. Once they’re
ready and stable, families move on to make room for others in need.

Anthony: Larry and Jayne, thank you so much for taking the time to share this story. You’ve not
only inspired me—you’ve challenged me. It’s a reminder of how far love can reach, and how
deeply one small act of kindness can ripple across generations.

It just goes to show: even in the most unlikely places—even in a garbage dump—God doesn’t
waste a thing.



Congratulations to Kalvin & Aria (Newett) Alexander
on the birth of their baby girl. Sofia Alissa Alexander was
born on Sunday, June 1. She weighed 7 pounds 6 ounces.

Mommy and baby (and daddy) are doing well.
Congratulations also to Anthony and Pastor Janet
on the birth of their first grandchild.

Congratulations to Drena & Kerry Merkel
on the birth of their third great granddaughter.

Avery Elizabeth George, was born on Drena’s birthday,
June 10. She weighed 8 Ibs 3 0z and is 20 inches long.
She joins her big sisters, Roni and Samantha.
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THANK YOLE
... from Sandy Conti and her best friend Anita (grandmother of Ray Smith) and Ray’s
parents and other family members and friends — for all your prayers during the past
ten months. If you remember Ray was in a horrific motorcycle accident last

September, and the family has been by his bedside since then hoping and praying for
recovery. Unfortunately, Ray passed away early on the morning of June 14.
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We extend our sympathy to the family and friends of Jean M. Sechler, who passed
away on Sunday, July 6 at the age of 83. She was predeceased by her husband,
Clayton Sechler. Jean is survived by her mother, Martha Leverington, her daughter,
Christine Peterson, brother, David Leverington, sister, Judith Miller;

two grandchildren and three great grandchildren.



~PARENTS~
FAITH FORMATION INFORMATION STATION

This year’s Vacation Bible School took us on a trip to

North Castle where our knights-in-training, led by their
Commander Knew-It, learned to defend the castle and _
fight their dragons. We had a wonderful time and during '
worship on Sunday, June 30, the children shared some of
the stories and songs they learned during their two weeks at North Castle.

Thank you to our leaders who made VBS possible this year - Ashley Adams,
Karen Adams, Markie Adams, Michelle Adams, JJ Barnett, Sue Borger, Eileen Cleaver,
Darlene Emery, Sandy Lakatosh, Anthony Newett, Sue Roth, Bri & Matt Stalter.

We also say a very special thank you to Sandy Lakatosh for the tee shirts we wore
for our showcase.




YOUTH SUMMER ACTIVITIES:

July TBD - Trip to Horse Farm - 3rd grade and up

August 1 - Game Day - 3rd grade and up

August 15 - Pizza / Movie Night with St. John’s and Grace UCC - 6th grade and up
August 22 - Mini Golf - 3rd grade and up

Invite. Connect. Grow. Have fun!

We will be in touch through text and email with more details.
Let’'s make this a summer to remember! Questions?
Please see Ashley Adams or Karen Adams.
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“Fuel Your Faith” on Wednesdays

FAITH CLUB ... has decided to take a break for the summer. We
will resume our 10:30 a.m. meetings on Wednesday, September 3.
We will be reading the book INTO THE ABYSS by Carol Shaben,
which is a true story of how a deadly plane crash changed the lives
of a pilot, a politician, a criminal and a cop. If you would like to
participate and want us to order a book for you, please let Sandy
Lakatosh know by mid-August.

WHAT MATTERS ON WEDNESDAYS, which meets on a Wednesday evening from 6:30 -
7:30 pm will continue unless otherwise stated. We hope you can join us! Sign up to
bring a snack on the bulletin board in the lobby.
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Do you know your offering envelope number?

If you need to use a blank “pew envelope” on a Sunday morning and you know your
personal envelope number, please put the number on the envelope. This would save
some time for the counters on a Sunday morning. Thank you!
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Macadam Parking Lot: Please leave the macadam parking lot open for those
who have trouble walking or have a handicap placard. Thanks so much!




From PNEC ...

Save the Date!

PLEASE JOIN US FOR A

¢ Celebration of %,

AT AC:
¥ fi ]U‘Z; C_I_Lr.f J}.‘lﬂ[}

" Bonnie’s Ministry!
16 ‘ 3:00 PM - 7:00 PM

YOU ARE INVITED!

SUNDAY
PENN NORTHEAST NOVEMBER|
CONFERENCE OFFICE — s " —
431 DELAWARE AVE Northampton Community Center

PALMERTON EA 1601 Laubach Ave, Northampton, PA 18067
SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 27TH
9:.00 AM - 12 NOON YOUR PRESENCE WILL ADD TO THE FUN OF
Purpose: BONNIE'S RETIREMENT CELEBRATION!
To celebrate years of serving together with member churches, staff, and volunteers
- To empty the building of books, banners, memorabilia, etc., and distribute back to
churches or individuals who want these keepsakes, we 91!".1; w'lm }l }"u' i |
-Generally, furnishings will remain in place, although request forms for furnishings ‘prf/ %
not needed for the Association Office or the Key facilities will be
Program:

- There will be no formal program. Just a gathering to exchange memories, share
stories, and help to empty the building to prepare it for sale.

FOOD! LIGHT SNACKS AND BEVERAGES WILL BE SERVED!

*BRING BOXES AND BAGS TO CARRY AWAY YOUR TREASURES!
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Everything I Need to Know
I learned from Noah’s Ark

® Make sure you don’t miss the boat.
® Plan ahead. It wasn’t raining when Noah built the ark.

e Stay fit. When you’re sixty years old, someone may ask you to do something
really big.

e Don't listen to critics; just get on with the job that needs to be done.

e Build your future on high ground.

® For safety’s sake, travel in pairs.

e Speed isn’t always an advantage. The snails were on board with the
cheetahs.

e When you’re stressed, float for a while.

® Remember, the ark was built by amateurs; the Titanic by professionals.
® No matter the storm, when you are with God, there’s always a rainbow
waiting.
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LET US PRAY TOGETHER FOR:

Ruth & Ken Newhard; Althea Blose; Denise Eck;

Nydia and Henry Grube; Todd Mellett; Eli; Drena Merkel;
Steve LaAsmar; Raylee LaAsmar; Tracey Hildebeidel,

Bruce Stocker; Jenn Seidel; Ray and Terry Ward; Drena Merkel;
Marti Stombaugh; Dolly and Bruce DeLong; Amanda and Mike
and their four children.

Please keep Nancy Saeger in your prayers. Nancy had a double mastectomy on June 11 at
Lehigh Valley Hospital Cedar Crest. She developed an infection which turned to sepsis,and she
got really sick very quickly. She was moved to ICU on June 14th, and she was finally moved
out of ICU on July 8. Please pray for continued healing.

Darryl Leaney (husband of Patti Auman Leaney) was involved in a bicycling accident on
Sunday, June 22, about an hour from their home in Ancaster, Canada. He was taken by
ambulance to a nearby hospital where he was admitted with a broken hip. Doctors
determined that he snapped the femur. Surgeons did a total hip replacement the same
night. He is now home, and PT has begun. Please pray for healing and comfort for Darryl.

If you have a prayer request and any updates, please contact Sue Borger or Pastor Janet.

**Names will remain on the prayer list for two months unless updated with Sue Borger
(484-695-7954).

ALWAYS REMEMBERING OUR HOMEBOUND FAMILY AS WELL:

Eleanor Limpar (Whitehall Manor - Room C62) Naomi Thomas, at home
Doris Shaver (Phoebe - Room T313A)
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Outreach + Mission = GROWTH

OMG’s MISSION FOCUS FOR 2025

Our “LET’S MAKE A DIFFERENCE” campaign has been very successful. As you know, these
donations will be made to a local family in desperate need of a new furnace. We initially
planned to collect for this family through April. However, as we have not identified
another local need, we will continue to collect funds toward this family’s furnace.

If you are aware of a local individual/family with a critical specific need, please talk to a
member of the OMG Team. Info will remain confidential within the committee. If you
have any questions, talk to a team member ... Eileen Cleaver, Karen Griffith, Janine
Hensinger, Sandy Lakatosh, Sue Roth and Randy Seyler.
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Special envelopes are available in the lobby — look for the “Let’s Make a Difference”
poster and basket, or place in an offering plate. Checks may be made payable to UCCG,
but please note “Let’s Make a Difference” on the memo line.

“If anyone has material possessions and sees a brother or sister in need
but has no pity on them, how can the love of God be in that person?”
~ 1 John 3:17

LITTLE FREE PANTRY

Our Little Free Pantry continues to be a blessing to our
food-insecure neighbors. We are currently in need of PEANUT
BUTTER, JELLY, CEREAL, SPAGHETTI SAUCE and CANNED
CHICKEN. Your contributions of food items are, as always, very
much appreciated.

“And do not forget to do good and to share with others,
for with such sacrifices God is pleased.”
~ Hebrews 13:16

STRENGTHEN THE CHURCH OFFERING

Strengthen the Church is one of the “5 for 5” offerings of the United Church of Christ.
“5 for 5” means that a church supports all five of the UCC’s denominational offerings.
These offerings support various mission and ministry initiatives across the UCC. We
collected $205 for this special offering. Thank you!

FamilyPromise

of Lehigh Valley

UCCG’s next Host Week for 2025 is November 2 thru 9. You have plenty of time to pick the
day and job you would like to volunteer for. New volunteers are always welcome.

There are currently five families in the program. Four of the families are in rotation, and one
family is staying at our apartment at the 6th Street Shelter.

On May 31, Family Promise participated in the Highmark Walk at DeSales University. Even
though it was raining, there was a good turnout. Family Promise raised $5,000. Thank you to
Ray and Sue Borger, Peyton and JD Diaz, Dallis LaAsmar and Sue Roth for representing UCCG
at this event. Also, thank you to John Dante for organizing Family Promise’s part in the walk.
He would like someone to help co-chair with him next year. Perhaps someone from UCCG
has an interest??
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CPR:

The American Heart Association did a CPR demonstration at the Day Center. They also
offered to come to one of our Host Coordinators’ meetings and/or visit individual
congregations. Hopefully, the AHA will donate an AED (Automatic External Defibrillator) to
the Day Center. Roslyn Kuba has been trained and CPR certified. She will be able to do
training for Family Promise in the future. It has also been decided that CPR training should be
given during a Coordinators’ meeting. The date is to be determined.

Save the dates:

Sip and Mingle - Wednesday, August 20, 2025 from 5:30-8:30 pm at Domaine Pterion
Vineyard & Winery at 6501 St. Peters Road, Macungie. Entertainment has been arranged. A
scavenger hunt will be held again this year. Early bird tickets are $45 per person and are
available until August 1, 2025. After that date, tickets will be $S55 per person. Congregations
are asked to donate gift cards for the auctions. We are also asking for donations of a bottle
of wine for the wine pull. The wine bottles donated should be worth at least $25. If you're
interested in attending, please contact Sue Roth 610-554-2781.

Boscov’s Friends & Family, Wednesday, October 22, 2025 from 8:00 am until 11:00 pm.
Boscov’s tickets are now available for purchase. Cost for a ticket is $5.00. For every ticket
sold, Family Promise will receive $5. The ticket allows 25% off (some exclusions apply) on
Boxcov’s lowest sale prices instore and online.
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> % P R S a1 SIGHT & SOUND THEATRES ...

gEe—— B Our showings of Sight & Sound productions will
ﬂlllT { SOU M D  Dbe scheduled in the fall. We have three more
INLATRES movies to view — DAVID, MOSES and RUTH.

. Watch future Echoes for dates!
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L.LLET. Group (Ladies in Faith Together...)

On Sunday, June 22 at 2:00 pm, a group of LIFT members went to DeSales University to
see the show — The Producers. After watching this hilarious production, most of us went
to the Coopersburg Diner for a light supper and then to the Inside Scoop for an ice
cream treat. Thank you to Bonnie Marmon for making these arrangements.

Hold the date - 2025 Campfire for a Cause - Sunday afternoon, September 21. More
details to follow.
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UCCG is...

The Mental Health Ministry Team brings
I S E you Wisdom Tips for Talking About
T Mental Health ...

Mental Health

Wclt.uming = Inclusive = Suppmti\:n - EIIIJ;ILJ(‘CI

Be a Friend:
“A friend loves at all times ...” (Proverbs 17:17a).

Listen without judgment. Provide companionship. Offer a ride or a meal. Respect
confidentiality. Avoid shame and guilt. Remember that we all are impacted by mental
health.

Remember that Words can Hurt:
“Rash words are like sword thrusts ...” (Proverbs 12:18a)

Pay attention to the words you use and how they affect the people around you. Avoid
labelling and stereotyping people.

Stop the Stigma:
“We, who are many, are one body in Christ” (Romans 12:5)

Challenge negative attitudes toward mental health and neurodiversity whenever you
encounter it. Question your assumptions. Correct misinformation about mental health
challenges, substance use disorders, trauma and brain differences.

E te Yourself:
“Does not wisdom call, and does not understanding raise her voice?” (Proverbs 8:1)

Learn the facts about various challenges that can affect mental health, including
substance abuse disorders, neurodevelopmental differences, trauma and brain
disorders. Realize that mental health is physical health.

Thank God for Neurodiversity:
“Wonderful are your works” (Psalm 139:14)

Be aware that we all process the world around us differently. Celebrate and affirm
neurodiversity and the many gifts that each person brings.

14



REMINDERS ABOUT what the Mental Health Team is working on for YOU!

A Moment for Wellness will be included in our worship service every other
Sunday in June, July and August.

Our Mental Health Ministry Team is also working on its next Lunch-N-Learn, so
please save the date of September 28. We will have a potluck lunch. For our
programming, we are planning some important case study situation explorations!
We will give each table a different scenario to explore how “it” might be handled;
then each will share for us to discuss.

We are also delighted to announce that we have established a Suggestion Box,
conveniently located in the Lobby. This box invites you to pose questions or
recommended subjects for in-depth discussions. These suggestions can remain
anonymous. We want to hear from YOU!

Your Mental Health Ministry Team is Ashley Adams, Joanne Benfield, Tiffany Dieter,
Karen Griffith, Nydia Grube, Anthony Newett, Sue Sawyer and Pastor Janet.
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NURSERY SCHOOL UPDATE:

Contact: Sheri Stephens at 610-442-3176 or Nursery School office at 610-435-5467

We are now accepting registrations for the 2025-2026 school year. If you know of
someone who may be interested in enrolling their child, please have them call the
Nursery School office at 610-435-5467 or Sheri Stephens at 610-442-3176.

Please continue collecting used clothing, bedding, purses and shoes as we are
doing this fundraiser again for the next school year!

THANK YOU for your continued support of our Nursery School program. &
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Eagle Scout Project - Vincent Cocca (Scout Troop 12)

Vincent Cocca, Scout Troop #12 (a young man from the Greenawalds neighborhood and
grandson of Vince Cocca - Vince’s Cheesesteaks) has chosen UCCG’s macadam parking
lot as his Eagle Scout project. He plans to reseal the cracks, put down a fresh top coat,
and repaint the lines for the parking spots. We will let you know when he has other
fundraisers planned to help with this project. In the meantime, if you would like to
donate financially to Vincent’s Eagle Scout Project (and the upgrade of our macadam
parking lot), please make checks payable to UCC Greenawalds with the note Eagle Scout
on the memo line. Thank you.
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Your 2025 Consistory THANK YOU FOR SERVING!!

(Consistory members are elected for a three year term. Officers are elected for a
one year term within their three years; term in office may be repeated if necessary.)

Officers:

Moderator - Karen Griffith; Class of 2026
Vice Moderator - Glenn Horlacher; Class of 2027
Treasurer - Bonnie Marmon; Class of 2027

Financial Secretary - Grant Field; Class of 2027
Recording Secretary - Sue Borger; Class of 2025

At Large Members:

Mark Adams Class of 2026
Linda Altrichter Class of 2026
Jayne Christman Class of 2025
Nanci Snyder Class of 2025
Matt Stalter Class of 2026

SPIRITUAL COUNCIL
(Active Elders serve on the Spiritual Council for 2 year terms.)

Jayne Christman Class of 2025
Karen Adams Class of 2025
Eileen Cleaver Class of 2025

Carla Lindenmuth Class of 2026
Don Harris Class of 2026

PNEC Delegates: Ben Gulledge
Alternate Delegate: Ashley Adams
Youth Delegate: Markie Adams

Ben is also a PNEC delegate to General Synod 35 and will be traveling to
Kansas City, Missouri July 11 - 15, It is at this General Synod that the vote will
take place for all four PA Conferences to become the Keystone Conference.

Stay tuned!
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June UCCG Consistory Hot

1. Our review of the May financial reports were tabled until July due to the absence of
the Bookkeeper and Treasurer.

2. Ministry team reports and Pastor’s reports were approved with these notable dates
discussed...

July 2 - Pastor Janet’s surgery (now postponed until July 23)
July 19 - Yard Sale
August 24 - Outdoor worship and backpack blessing
September 6 or 13 - Community Block Party with games and Ant Jams
September 21 - LIFT Campfire for a cause
September 28 — Mental Health Team Lunch and Learn
3. Tenant lease renewal conditions discussed and voted on.

4. Request to have Vince Cocoa mark the entire macadam lot for handicapped parking
as part of his Eagle Scout project was approved.

5. Property team concerns with BHG rentals were discussed and will be reviewed at the
July meeting.

6. We have almost met our goal for the Chairlift. What a Blessing!!

~ Karen Griffith, Moderator Consistory
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We are another step closer to getting the Chairlift to Fellowship Hall !!! Thank you all for
the generous and prompt donations to make accessibility a reality. The Acorn Company
will need our prayers as they will be getting permits from South Whitehall Township for
this project. Hopefully, they can get started in the very near future.
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Safety Task Force

At the suggestion of the Mental Health Team, Consistory has
approved the development of a Safety Task Force for UCCG.
This team will review our Safe Church Policies (2020), the
PNEC Disaster Manual and other references to develop a
written policy for situations that may arise. The final document
will be presented to the congregation for adoption.

Considering the unrest targeting religious institutions in the last few years, a
policy addressing church safety, including but not limited to drugs, alcohol,
firearms, and door locking is important.

Our members and visitors deserve a place of worship where they feel
comfortable and safe.

Please consider joining this Team. No experience necessary, just a willingness to
learn and spend time exploring ways to keep UCCG a safe and welcoming place
for all. Call or talk to Karen Giriffith (610-703-6826) or Pastor Janet
(610-657-2189) to volunteer or find out more.
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Here are the financial results for the first five months of 2025.

General Total

* o A apratino
Budget Offering Ut_hu.- Operating U,m rétu}; Net Income
) Income L Expense
Income Income

Jan-24 513,856 58,618 $2.694 $11.312 $12,595 {$1,283)
Feb-24 513.856 $9.617 $3.604 $13,221 515,769 ($2.548)
Mar-24 513,856 510,514 $8.226 $18.740 512,425 %6315
Apr-24 513,856 59,108 $4,057 $13.165 514,549 ($1,385)
May-24 513.856 $8.632 $3.343 $11.975 510,700 $1,275
Jun-24 513,856 50 50 50 50

Jul-24 513,856 50 50 50 50
Aug-24 $13.856 50 $0 $0 $0

Sep-24 513,856 50 50 50 50

Oct-24 513,856 50 50 50 50
Nov-24 513.856 50 50 50 50

Dec-24 513,856 50 50 50 $0

Total $166,272 546,488 £21,924 568,412 £66,038 $2,374

* Other income includes; Annex Rental, bulletin, flowers, bill tree and special income
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JULY 2025

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat
** Every Sunday unless |1 2 3 4 5
otherwise stated.
9:30 am Fellowship
Time )
10:00 am Worship No meeting of
What Matters
on Wednesday
6 ** 7 8 9 10 11 12)
w/Holy
Communion
6:30 pm
What Matters
on Wednesday General General Synod
Synod
13 ** 14 15 16 17 18 19
Deadline to PRIVATE use | YARD SALE
E&O Meeting | 10:00 am submit info of Sanctuary | 6:00 am Set-Up
after worship [ OMG for August by PNEC 8 am-12 noon
Echoes 6:30 pm 5:30 pm
What Matters | Consistory
General General on Wednesday | Meeting
General Synod | Synod Synod
20 ** 21 22 23 24 25 26
Pastor Janet’s
back surgery
Music & today
Worship Team
meeting after No “What
worship Matters on
Wednesday”
27 28 29 30 31
Supply
Pastor:
Rev. Dr.
Bonnie Bates
6:30 pm
What Matters

on Wednesday
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OUR STAFF

Rev. Janet Newett, Pastor 610.657.2189 cell
pastorjanetn@gmail.com

Church Office/Main Phone 610-435-1763

Susan Borger, Church Secretary 484-695-7954 cell

Anthony Newett, Music Director & A/V Tech Advisor 215-805-4353

Lee Stephens 610-216-1664

Nursery School 610-435-5467

churchoffice@uccgreenawalds.org

Pastor’s Office Hours Vary
For a visit with Pastor Janet, please call her cell phone. (Text messages preferred)
Church Secretary Office Hours are Wednesday, 9:00 am — 3:00 pm.
(Other hours, from home. Call as necessary.)

ECHOES is a monthly publication of the United Church of Christ, Greenawalds. Members, committee
chairpersons leading a group and anyone with pertinent information are encouraged to submit
information and upcoming events. Submit news by email to the church office at

churchoffice@uccgreenawalds.org or to Sue Borger at borgersusan@yahoo.com
no later than the 15th of each month.

The JULY 2025 Edition of Echoes is sponsored by:

Rob & Wendy Heiney in loving memory
of Wendy’s brother, Bill Christman.

Communication to our members is an important part of our ministry. If you cannot attend church
regularly, or do not use a computer, you can remain connected with the news, our mission and upcoming
activities through this newsletter.

Sponsors for the Echoes help to support the ministry of UCC Greenawalds to all members.
Call Sue Borger 484.695.7954 to sign up for a sponsorship and include your dedication information.

Cost is $20.00 per sponsorship.

HXEXEXEXEXEXEXEXEXEXEXELXEXELXEXEL XXX EREXLEXLEXRERREXRXRXK

Each Friday, in our email newsletter entitled, WEEKLY WORDS, we share all of
our prayer concerns, weekly bulletin and upcoming events. If you would like to be
added to our email distribution list, please email churchoffice@uccgreenawalds.org

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk
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