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Sign Up Sheets “Ladies in Faith Together”

are on the Lob:W ( Campfire for a CAUSE

Bulletin Board! ' September 21, 2025
Benefiting

the VALLEY YOUTH HOUSE
4pm at Sue Sawyer’'s home with
Light dinner followed by games & prizes!

LUNCH AND LEARN

- SUICIDE AWARENESS
More Spotlights AND PREVENTION
on page 2-3!
SEPTEMBER 28

11:30 AM - 2:00 PM
WITH GUEST SPEAKERS




UCCG Worship Schedule -
Accessible In Person, Online and Audio Only
Worship begins at 10:00 am
With Fellowship Time at 9:30 am

Streamed LIVE on Facebook and YouTube. Or call in for audio only
by dialing 610-437-2320 OR 508-924-3609

SEPTEMBER 7 - Worship w/Holy Communion & Sunday School Teacher Dedication
THEME: Laying a Foundation for LIFE
Deuteronomy 30:19-20 & Jeremiah 18:1-11

SEPTEMBER 14 - Guest Preacher: Mandy Muschett
THEME: Finding the Lost
Psalm 14, Luke 15:1-10

SEPTEMBER 21 - Guest Preacher: Mandy Muschett
THEME: We Belong to God, Not to Wealth
Psalm 79:1-9, Luke 16:1-13

SEPTEMBER 28 - THEME: Managing Our Investments Wisely
Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16, 1 Timothy 6:6-19, Luke 16:19-31
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MORE SPOTLIGHTS FOR THE UPCOMING SEASON!

rowing Old Gracetfully

N&?\E‘- Thursday, Sept 11 at 6:30 pm
2 y End of Life Planning w/

"~ o0 Ms. Erin Heintzelman &

= Atty. Linda Noonan
~ Let’s learn how to prepare well, care
for one another, and embrace the full
circle of life w/ dignity & grace.




A SPECIAL ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION™ This year we will celebrate the 300th
Anniversary of the German Reformed Church in the United States which began with the
first communion at Falkner Swamp, Oct. 15, 1725. Join in these special worship services:

October 12th @ 1:30 pm Falkner Swamp UCC [2077 Swamp Pike, Gilbertsville]

w/ Guest Preacher The Rev. Dr. Karen Georgia Thompson, President and General
Minister of the United Church of Christ

October 15th @ 6:30 pm at UCC Greenawalds with Preacher The Rev. Dr. Bonnie Bates,
Penn Northeast Conference Minister (and member of UCCG!)
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)W) This year’s Allentown CROP Walk is
I?Q% October 19. “We walk because they walk.”
GER WALK®

< Raising money to support the Lehigh
ENDING HUNGER ONE STEP ATATIME &

BY (P CWS

Conference of Churches Kitchen, the
Allentown Area Ecumenical Food Bank, and
Church World Service in bringing help and
hope to our neighbors facing food insecurity due to poverty, homelessness, and
natural and human-made disasters. There will be a sign up sheet in the lobby for
walkers and for those who wish to contribute. Thank you!
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We extend our deepest sympathy to Dave & Karen Adams, Mark & Michelle Adams,
Ashley Adams and John Barnett, Charlie & Linda Roeder and Brian Roeder and families
on the passing of their mother/sister/grandmother, Anita Adams.

Anita passed away on Wednesday, August 28 at the age of 89 years.

We extend our deepest sympathy to Ray & Sue Borger and family on the
passing of Ray’s sister, Marietta Love. Mary passed away on Sunday, August 31
at the age of 76 years.



FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR JANET

Ahhh.. the temperatures are starting to cool and pumpkin spice
coffee is out at WAWA!! | can’t say that Autumn is my favorite
season but it is one of my THREE favorites (I could go without the
cold of winter for sure!). One of the things that | love is when the
seasons are changing and the air is filled with a spirit of new
beginnings. The changing of seasons reminds me that life itself is
made of seasons too—beginnings, endings, and everything in
between.

Beginnings are usually a lot more fun than endings, but honestly, if you think about it,
every ending is a new beginning. It is important to confront what scares us about
growing older. Maybe it’s because | know | am aging (my body tells me every day) and
because facing the loss of my parents has always been one of my biggest fears.

Mom and Dad have been there for me in every way. They taught me about the kind of
person | wanted to be. They supported all of my artistic endeavors (from dance lessons
to singing lessons to acting classes). They were there for every recital and musical
performance. They were there for my graduations, proms, and encouraged every
adventure—near and far—long before | considered myself a real adult.

And, of course, they were there to get me through the birth of my babies and when |
was a single mom. | remember when Paulie was just about a week old my dad brought
me a cheese steak from Zandy’s and held the baby while | devoured it. And my mom
invited the kids and | to sleep over on Christmas Eve for a few years so that Christmas
was as joyful as it ever was.

Yea, | know all of that was a while ago but I still go to them for advice, support, and
sometimes a good laugh. They are still my safe place.

So maybe forcing you to have hard conversations is because | like the company. | know |
have to speak to my parents about what happens next AND | know it is going to be SO
much better to have that conversation than to never get the chance to.

Losing my parents will hurt, but | also know that it is the ultimate healing for each of
them. | will be grateful for that, when the time comes. Through my work with
congregations, and especially with St. Luke’s, | have come to see the sacred space that
comes with the end. | have worked with families who had those hard conversations and
those who were simply stunned and stunted by their loss.

Aging Gracefully, though, is not just about the end of life for you and your loved ones. It
is also about taking care of our health now, about advanced planning for retirement and



dealing with scary transitions and feeling like you’ve lost your purpose and value.
Because- trust me- you haven’t.

The book | am recommending you read is called, Aging Faithfully; The Holy Invitation of
Growing Older by Alice Fryling. Allow me to share these words from the book’s forward
by Leighton Ford:

The need to understand how aging is part of God’s good plan is very real to me.
And the core message of this book is just that: God has a purpose in and for our
aging. That purpose has to do with the hidden life of the Spirit so that, as the body
grows older, our spirit may grow deeper and stronger.

On Monday October 13 at 6:30pm, | will be at church. If you decide to read the book and
want to talk about it, come and join me! And don’t forget to join me on September 11 for
end of life planning with Erin Heintzelman and Atty. Linda Noonan. These conversations
aren’t just about preparing for the end, but about living fully and faithfully now.

| can do hard things. And you can too! The gift is that we don’t have to do them
alone—we do them together, with God’s help.

Faithfully Yours,

Pastor Janet
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Macadam Parking Lot: Please leave the macadam parking lot open for those who
have trouble walking or have a handicap placard. Thanks so much!

Speaking of the macadam parking lot, have you seen the end result? Here is a picture to
show you the amazing job Eagle Scout candidate, Vincent Cocca, did to resurface and
repaint the parking lot, including the handicap lines and wheelchair markings.

The cost of the project, however, has gone over the original budget by approximately
$300. We are asking for your help in covering the additional expenses. Any gift you feel
led to contribute—large or small—will make a difference and will be greatly appreciated.
Thank you for your support.




“An Opportunity to Explore the Meaning of Life”

During my time in MCCF, there were a number of Bible studies offered
to us. As | looked through my choices, a bright red, tilted question mark
caught my eye. It was the logo for something called the Alpha Series.

The pamphlet described it as “a Bible course for beginners.” At first, |
passed it by, thinking that since I'd been around Christianity for a while, a beginner’s course
might not be the right fit for me. But it only took a day of sitting in the noise of the block,
watching people gamble away their entire week’s supply of commissary items, to realize that a
couple more hours in the chapel—even for a “beginner’s course” —was a far better option.

So, | signed up for Alpha. And to my surprise, it turned out to be one of the best decisions |
could have made... yes, even better than discovering Sweet Chili Doritos from the commissary!
In fact, | loved the Alpha course so much that | went through it twice.

If those MCCF pamphlets had highlighted Alpha’s actual
slogan, “An Opportunity to Explore the Meaning of Life”, |
wouldn’t have hesitated for a second. Because that’s exactly
what Alpha does—it opens up a safe, welcoming space to
ask the biggest questions of life and faith, no matter where
you are on life’s journey (sound familiar?).

As you know, Pastor Janet and | have been hosting What
Matters Wednesdays each week. Up to now, we’ve been
featuring Rob Bell’'s NOOMA video series, which has sparked
some great conversations. But a couple of weeks ago, we felt

it was time to shift gears. When | asked Janet about the possibility of hosting Alpha, we
discovered that the course has recently been refreshed—and trust me, it’s fantastic.

We’ve now registered UCC Greenawalds as an official Alpha site, which means people searching
for Alpha in our area will find us. Within 24 hours of registering, | even received a really nice
email from an “Alpha USA” representative, offering support for our group.

So, what is Alpha?

Alpha is a series of interactive sessions that creates a space where people can bring their
questions, doubts, and curiosities about life and faith. It was pioneered by Nicky Gumbel, a



former atheist and lawyer (“barrister”, to be more precise) who came to faith in Christ and
longed to create a welcoming space for others to explore those same questions. Each week
includes food (yes, there’s always food), a short video, open conversation in a relaxed,
non-judgmental setting—and, true to tradition, a corny joke to keep things light. The sideways
red question mark says it all: Alpha is about exploring, not pressuring—because every question
is worth asking.

We invite you to join us on Wednesday nights at 6:30 as we launch this exciting new series.
Come hungry—for food, for conversation, for spirituality... and maybe even for answers.

And if you’re wondering whether it’s worth your time, just remember: even Sweet Chili Doritos
can’t compete with Alphal
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Quads of Fury present..... ‘; _ Megan_ Tizio Mgrra is part of a
group trying to raise money for the

@ %ﬁ&‘ Pediatric Cancer foundation of the
K fundseoros Lehlgh Va”ey

g o
DRIVE SN If you have gently worn, used, or

new shoes you no longer need or

Join Our Shoe Drive and

Make a Difference want, please give them a second
life by donating to this Shoe
Got gently worn, used, or Drive Event!
new shoes you no longer \
e By A miing s oo Shost
Drive Event! Megan'’s father, Bart Tizio, has
/. Clean out your doset for nsause <8 placed a wooden box in the lobby
= All proceeds benefit PCFLV for your donationS.

For more information:
Megan Marra
610-597-6659

If you don’t have any shoes you
want to part with, and you would
like to make a financial donation,
there is a small container with
the shoe donation box.
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Z
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Thank you!



Thank you to everyone who made our Outdoor Worship Service on
August 24 a reality. Here are a few pictures from the day.




~PARENTS~
FAITH FORMATION

INFORMATION STATION...
Growing in Faith Together!

Sunday September 7 at 9:00 am

BACK TO SUNDAY SCHOOL CELEBRATION!
Children and Youth are invited to our Faith Formation Breakfast Registration Event
in Fellowship Hall!

Parents, please stay briefly to fill out a registration form.

There will be fun games and a tasty fruit and pancake breakfast provided by our
amazing Faith Formation Leaders! Sunday School Class and Pathfinders Class
will then continue weekly from 9:00-9:45 am. Sunday School is for Preschool
through 5th grades. Pathfinders is for 6th grade and higher.

Adults- “Fuel Your Faith” on Wednesdays

FAITH CLUB ... we have resumed our Faith Club meetings at 10:30
am on Wednesday, September 3. We will be reading the book INTO
THE ABYSS by Carol Shaben, which is a true story of how a deadly
plane crash changed the lives of a pilot, a politician, a criminal and a
cop.

WHAT MATTERS ON WEDNESDAYS, which meets on a Wednesday evening from 6:30 -
8:00 pm will continue unless otherwise stated. We hope you can join us for the
inspiring discussions sparked by the ALPHA Series! For more info on ALPHA, see
Anthony’s article on page 6-7. Sign up on the bulletin board in the lobby to bring a
snack to share!
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A REQUEST FROM OUR CUSTODIAN

When recycling a beverage container (i.e., plastic cups or bottles and cans), please rinse
them out before putting them in the recycling bin - which eliminates the need for him to
wash the container every time he empties the recycling. THANK YOU!!



YOUTH GROUP SUMMER ACTIVITIES

Our Youth Group ended their Summer fun with two other events. First was
a Pizza Party/Movie Night on Friday night, August 17, at St. John’s UCC on
6th Street in Allentown. We joined St. John’s (Pastor Becky Sausser) and
Grace UCC (Pastor Chris Cocca) for this fun evening. After making pizza,
they enjoyed watching the movie, Ratatouille.
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And, on Friday, August 22, UCCG Youth had the opportunity for a
Mini-Golf/Ice Cream Day.

Thank you to Ashley Adams
and Sue Roth for leading our
youth this summer!
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The greatest gift you can give young people
is your time and presence.
When adults choose fo invest their time in guiding youth,
they plant seeds of faith, confidence, and hope
that will grow for a lifetime.

~ author unknown
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And last but not least...
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growihg in faith together

celebraling every gift

This fall, Grace UCC Allentown, St. John UCC Fullertown, and UCC Greenawalds—are
joining together to form a combined youth group and Confirmation Class. Confirmation
will be for 6th grade and higher. Depending on the activity, Youth Group may include
3th through 5th graders as well.

This collaboration grows out of our shared commitment to walk alongside young people
as they explore their faith, build meaningful friendships, and discover how God is at
work in their lives. By bringing our churches together, we are able to offer our youth a
wider circle of peers, more opportunities for fellowship, and a stronger foundation of
support.

Our hope is that this collaboration will give our youth a space where they feel they
belong, where they can ask honest questions, and where they can grow into the people
God is calling them to be.

The Youth Group component will be important for enrichment and relationship building
so that we hope that our Confirmands will also participate in those special activities as
well. St. John’s UCC, Allentown and others will also participate in the Youth Activities!

Together, we are stronger, and together we can create a youth ministry that reflects the
joy, diversity, and love of God’s family. Our group name is G.I.F.T- Growing in Faith
Together; celebrating EVERY Gift!

With gratitude and excitement,

Rev. Chris Cocca - Grace UCC Allentown
Rev. Steve Davis - St. John’s UCC, Fullerton [Whitehall]
Rev. Janet Newett - UCC Greenawalds

We can’t wait to begin this journey with you. Please see the attached schedule. Click
on this link to register now: https://forms.gle/f7YK5B43PpfEmuee?
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https://forms.gle/f7YK5B43PpfEmuee7

G.ILE.T SCHEDULE Sept - Dec 2025

In September we will meet three times to get to know one another from 6-7:00 pm.
Following that, please plan to meet for class the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month
from 6-7:45 pm unless otherwise noted. In Summer of 2026, we will meet once a
month. This is a one year class with Confirmation to occur in September of 2026.

Fall 2025 — THEME: Foundations of Faith

In September, parents and mentors are encouraged to attend at least one gathering.
These gatherings will be about getting to know you, your children and giving YOU the
chance to ask questions.

e September 2 - at UCCG
e September 16 - at Grace

e YOUTH- Saturday, September 27 Fieldtrip to Columcille Megalith Park, Bangor PA
Meet at UCCG at 8:45am and go to the “PNEC Office Goodbye Party” on the way. Bring
a bagged lunch and water bottle.

e September 30 - at St. John’s Fullerton

OCTOBER IS AT UCCC Greenawalds 2325 Albright Ave, Allentown

e October 14 — BIBLE Basics (how to read, types of writings)

e Service Opportunity: Sunday October 19 Allentown CROP Hunger Walk
e October 28 — Bible Basics, Pt 2

NOVEMBER IS AT GRACE UCC 623 Cleveland Street, Allentown

e November 11 — GOD, JESUS (Word made flesh), HOLY SPIRIT / the Trinity

e November 25 — Christ’s BIRTH STORY (Advent tie-in)

DECEMBER AND JANUARY WILL BE AT ST. JOHN’S FULLERTOWN 575 Grape St,
Whitehall

e December 9 — PRAYER (different ways to pray)

e (December 23 — no class)

* More information will be given to parents and mentors at the
September gatherings.
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From PNEC ...

YOU ARE INVITED!

HAUSE

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 27TH
9:00 AM - |2 NOON

PENN NORTHEAST

CONFERENCE OFFICE
431 DELAWARE AVE

PALMERTON PA

Purpose:

-To celebrate years of serving together with member churches, staff, and volunteers
- To empty the building of books, banners, memorabilia, etc., and distribute back to
churches or individuals who want these keepsakes,

-Generally, furnishings will remain in place, although request forms for furnishings
not needed for the Association Office or the Keystone facilities will be available.
Program:

- There will be no formal program. Just a gathering to exchange memories, share
stories, and help to empty the building to prepare it for sale.

FOOD! LIGHT SNACKS AND BEVERAGES WILL BE SERVED!

*BRING BOXES AND BAGS TO CARRY AWAY YOUR TREASURES!

1-\”&[“

Save the Date!

PLEASE JOIN US FOR A

i * Celebration of #

" Bonnie’s M1mstry'

SUNDAY 16 ‘ 3:00 PM - 7:00 PM
NOVEMBER'

Nanhampton l::r.trmnumt',qI Center
1601 Laubach Ave, Northampton, PA 18067

YOUR PRESENCE WILL ADD TO THE FUN OF
BONNIE'S RETIREMENT CELEBRATION!

We Hope You will join up!
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LET US PRAY TOGETHER FOR:

The Adams and Roeder families; the Borger family; Althea Blose;
Ruth & Ken Newhard; Nydia and Henry Grube; Todd Mellett;
Drena Merkel; Raylee LaAsmar; Tracey Hildebeidel; Bruce Stocker;
Jenn Seidel; Ray and Terry Ward; Marti Stombaugh; Dolly and
Bruce DelLong; Amanda and Mike and their four children.

Nancy Saeger is expected to move out of ICU into a step-down unit this week.. Please pray for

her continued recovery.

If you have a prayer request and any updates, please contact Sue Borger or Pastor Janet.

**Names will remain on the prayer list for two months unless updated with Sue Borger

(484-695-7954).

ALWAYS REMEMBERING OUR HOMEBOUND FAMILY AS WELL:

Eleanor Limpar (Whitehall Manor - Room C62)

Doris Shaver (Phoebe - Room T313A)

Naomi Thomas, at home
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Outreach + Mission = GROWTH

OMG’s MISSION FOCUS FOR 2025

Our "Let's Make a Difference" collection is coming to an end. We have collected
approximately $1,800 toward a local family's needs. On Sunday, September 7,
Randy Seyler will share a Mission Moment about this project. THANK YOU for your
generosity!

Special envelopes will be available in the lobby until Sunday, September 28 — look for the
"Let's Make a Difference" poster and basket, or place in the offering plate. Checks may
be made payable to UCCG, but please note "Let's Make a Difference" on the memo line.

“If anyone has material possessions and sees a brother or sister in need
but has no pity on them, how can the love of God be in that person?”
~ 1 John 3:17

LITTLE FREE PANTRY

The usage of our Little Free Pantry continues to increase.

We are currently in need of CEREAL, PEANUT BUTTER, JELLY,
CANNED CHICKEN, PASTA SAUCE, SPAGHETTI, other ASSORTED
PASTA (not only elbow macaroni). Your contributions of food
items are, as always, very much appreciated by our
food-insecure neighbors.

“And do not forget to do good and to share with others,
for with such sacrifices God is pleased.”
~ Hebrews 13:16

BETHLEHEM EMERGENCY SHELTERING

Through demonstrating the love of Jesus Christ, the Bethlehem Emergency Sheltering
organization provides shelter and a caring network of support to restore hope to the
homeless in the city of Bethlehem. One of their programs is to provide a bagged lunch
each Saturday/Sunday. On Sunday, August 31, Maria Shior, a BES representative,
provided a Mission Moment explaining their organization's work.

OMG has committed to providing lunch on Sunday, September 7, and is requesting your
help to prepare these lunches on Saturday, September 6.

We need YOUR help to make this bagged lunch mission project a success. In addition to
volunteers, we need specific food items and monetary donations to purchase sandwich
ingredients. Please see the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board - and indicate how you
can help. Thank you.
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2025 CHRISTMAS MISSION

Watch future Echoes for information on our Christmas
mission recipient, The Caring Place Youth Development
Center in Allentown!

FamilyPromise

of Lehigh Valley

UCCG’s next Host Week for 2025 is November 2 thru 9. You have plenty of time to pick the
day and job you would like to volunteer for. New volunteers are always welcome.

There are currently four families in the program. Three of the families are in rotation, and
one family is staying at our apartment at the 6th Street Shelter. One family is expected to
graduate on September 1.

Our host weeks are set for 2026 - April 12 thru 19, September 27 thru October 4, and
November 8 thru 15.

The American Heart Association has agreed to come to our Host Coordinator’s meeting on
September 10, at First Presbyterian Church on Tilghman Street and Cedar Crest Boulevard
in Allentown. This will be a demonstration - not a certification. Training will run from
6:30-7:30 pm with our meeting to follow. All volunteers are welcome to attend.

Family Promise Save the Dates:

Boscov’s Friends & Family, Wednesday, October 22, 2025 from 8:00 am until 11:00 pm.
Boscov’s tickets are now available for purchase. Cost for a ticket is $5.00. For every ticket
sold, Family Promise will receive $5. The ticket allows 25% off (some exclusions apply) on
Boxcov’s lowest sale prices in-store and online. Please see Sue Roth if you would like a ticket.

Volunteer Thank You Dinner - Thursday, November 12, 2025 - details to be announced.
Designer Purse Bingo - Saturday, January 17 - details to be announced.

Annual Homecoming Gala - Saturday, March 28, 2026 - details to be announced.
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SIGHT & SOUND THEATRES ...

e SRR e Our showings of Sight & Sound productions will be
' == scheduled in the fall. We have three more movies
to view — DAVID, MOSES and RUTH. Watch for

future Echoes for dates!
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“Ladies in Faith Together”

Campfire for a CAUSE

September 21, 2025
Benefiting
the VALLEY YOUTH HOUSE
© 4pm at Sue Sawyer’s home with
Light dinner followed by games & prizes!

This year’s mission recipient is Valley Youth House.

Instead of asking UCCG members to shop, we are asking for
financial donations to help sponsor the items already purchased by
Sue Sawyer. Sue has compiled a list of items purchased.

The retail price of these items is $2,610 — Sue spent only $911!

Please include your donation in an envelope marked

"Campfire for a Cause."
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UCCG is...

The Mental Health Ministry Team brings
I S E you Wisdom Tips for Talking About
T Mental Health ...

Mental Health

Wclt.uming = Inclusive = Suppmti\:n - Engagrd

Have you used the Suggestion Box, conveniently located in the Lobby? This box invites
you to pose questions or recommended subjects for in-depth discussions. These
suggestions can remain anonymous. We want to hear from YOU!

And we hope to see you September 28 after worship for our next LUNCH-n-LEARN. We
would like to thank Christy Dunbar and Colleen Horlacher for their assistance in helping
to lead but also securing our guest speaker for our Lunch-n-Learn.

Protecting our Peace and Creating Safe Spaces,

Your Mental Health Ministry Team!
(Ashley Adams, Tiffany Dieter, Karen Griffith, Nydia Grube, Anthony Newett, Sue Sawyer
and Pastor Janet)
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NURSERY SCHOOL UPDATE:

Contact: Sheri Stephens at 610-442-3176 or Nursery School office at 610-435-5467

e We are now accepting registrations for the 2025-2026 school year. If you know of
someone who may be interested in enrolling their child, please have them call the
Nursery School office at 610-435-5467 or Sheri Stephens at 610-442-3176.

® Please continue collecting used clothing, bedding, purses and shoes as we are doing
this fundraiser again for the next school year!

e Our first fundraiser for the 2025-2026 school year is Gourmet Creations - an
assortment of dips, dessert mixes, oil blends, rubs and seasonings. The sale runs
from September 8 thru 19. Please contact Sheri Stephens or Sue Borger if you would
like to order. An order form will be available in the lobby on Sunday morning.

e THANK YOU for your continued support of our Nursery School program. &
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Your 2025 Consistory THANK YOU FOR SERVING!!

(Consistory members are elected for a three year term. Officers are elected for a
one year term within their three years; term in office may be repeated if necessary.)

Officers:

Moderator - Karen Griffith; Class of 2026
Vice Moderator - Glenn Horlacher; Class of 2027
Treasurer - Bonnie Marmon; Class of 2027

Financial Secretary - Grant Field; Class of 2027
Recording Secretary - Sue Borger; Class of 2025

At Large Members:

Mark Adams Class of 2026
Linda Altrichter Class of 2026
Jayne Christman Class of 2025
Nanci Snyder Class of 2025
Matt Stalter Class of 2026

SPIRITUAL COUNCIL
(Active Elders serve on the Spiritual Council for 2 year terms.)

Jayne Christman Class of 2025
Karen Adams Class of 2025
Eileen Cleaver Class of 2025

Carla Lindenmuth Class of 2026
Don Harris Class of 2026

PNEC Delegates: Ben Gulledge

Alternate Delegate: Ashley Adams
Youth Delegate: Markie Adams
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August UCCG Consistory Hot

Did you know that 80% of church congregations record low giving income the month

of July? Our review of the July Financial Reports indicated that, indeed, we are part
of that 80%. Please consider electronic giving to help us better budget during those

“slim” summer months. Electronic giving forms are available in the Narthex.

Ministry Team Reports were reviewed and we are looking forward to ...

End of Summer Jam/Concert on September 13...and a good time will be had by
all! Bring your friends and enjoy music, food and games on the lawn.

LIFT Campfire for a Cause September 21 at the Sue and Dennis Sawyer
home...games and prizes galore and serious cheating encouraged.

September 28 Lunch & Learn immediately after worship with lunch provided by
the Mental Health Team. There will be speakers to talk about suicide awareness.
Budget and Finance Team continues to tweak the financial reports and they are
gearing up for 2026 budget preparation.

We are hoping to buy a new computer for Pastor Janet’s use. Please see the bill
tree in the Narthex if you are able to donate towards the goal of $900.

The Safety Task Force appears to be a low priority among UCCG members as only
2 people have expressed an interest in looking at this topic.

The Acorn company is still waiting for state approval before stairlift installation
can begin.

Concerns have been expressed about food in the sanctuary. Our Music & Worship
Team will be discussing this at their next meeting.

~ Karen Griffith, Moderator Consistory
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Here are the financial results for the first six months of 2025.

Budgeted {.m E!al *Other : I_ Um! ! Operating _ ;
Month S Offering T Operating e B Net Income

Expenses ) Income S Expense

Income Income

Jan-25 513,856 $9.814 $1.498 511,312 12,715 ($1.403)
Feb-25 513,856 §10.,899 $2,322 $13.221 516,459 ($3,238)
Mar-25 513,856 §£15,825 $2.915 $18.740 512,425 $6.315
Apr-25 513,856 §11,561 $1.603 $13.165 §13.669 (5504
May-25 513,856 $9.320 $2.655 $11,975 511,282 5693
Jun-25 513,856 510,014 $2.305 $12.319 513,934 ($1.615)
Jul-25 $13,856 $9.126 $1,166 $10,292 516,601 ($6,309)
Aug-25 $13.856 50 $0 $0 $0
Sep-25 513,856 50 50 50 $450
Oct-25 513,856 50 50 50 50
Nowv-25 $13.856 50 $0 50 50
Dec-25 513,856 50 50 $237 50
Total $166,272 876,559 814,464 891,260 897,534 ($6.062)

* Other income includes; Annex Rental, bulletin, flowers, hill tree and special income

How was your summer—at the beach, in the woods, or spending time with
family? We hope you can say it was good!

Summer is typically a time when worship attendance is down because families
are otherwise engaged (or just enjoying the lazy days of summer!), which we
understand. Fall is upon us now and schools are back in session. This is a time
when we try to settle back into a new old routine.

Your church is here every Sunday- no matter the season. We are here for you
when you need to be uplifted, when you need some support and even when you
need some laughs!

As we turn the page into fall, we’re grateful for the ways you’ve supported our
church. At the same time, we do want to be honest about where we stand
financially...You may notice that unfortunately large number in red up above:
($6,062).

The good news is our church remains financially stable. The challenge is that
offerings are behind by $6,062 compared to our budget. BUT wait- there is more
GOOD NEWS!

Over the next four months, every act of generosity matters—whether it'’s your
weekly offering, volunteering, or inviting someone new to worship! Together, we
can finish 2025 strong—turning red into green by Christmas and ensuring our
ministries continue to bless our congregation and community.
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SEPTEMBER 2025

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6
10:30 am Faith
6:00pm GIFT Club resumes
Confirmation 6:30 pm E&O
2t UCCG 6:30 pm Meeting
What Matters on
Wednesday
-Alpha Series
7 ** 8 9 10 11 12 13
w/Holy 10:00 am OMG 10:30 am
Communion Faith Club 6:30 pm End of 4pm
12:30 pm Life Planning End of
Sunday School | Budget & 6:30 pm with Erin Summer Jam
registration w/ | Finance Mtg What Matters on | Heintzelman & with Ant
Wednesday Atty. Linda
breakfast 9 am . ) Jams
6:00pm -Alpha Series Noonan
Music &
Worship
14 ** 15 16 17 18 19 20
Guest Deadline to 10:30 am
Preacher submit info for Faith Club
October Echoes . 5:30 pm
6:00pm GIFT
Amanda pm > (What Matters Consistory Mtg.
Muschett Confirmation
on Wednesday
at Grace UCC .
canceled this
week)
21%* 22 23 24 25 26 27
Guest 10:30 am 10:00 am 8:45 am
Preacher Faith Club Faith Formation GIFT Youth
Amanda Ministry Team Field Trip
2:00 pm PRC 6:30 pm 6:30 pm Mental
Muschett What Matters on | Health Min Team 9a - Noon
Wednesday Farewell to
4pm LIFT -Alpha Series the PNEC
Campfire for a i
Office
Cause
28** 28 30
Mental
FYI: ** Every Sunday unless
Health 6:00pm GIFT Pastor Janet will be | gtherwise stated
Lunch-N- Confirmation on vacation 9:30 am Fellowship Time
Learn after at St. John’s Sept12-21 10:00 am Worship
worship UCC Fullerton 9:00 am Sunday School
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OUR STAFF

Rev. Janet Newett, Pastor 610.657.2189 cell
pastorjanetn@gmail.com

Church Office/Main Phone 610-435-1763

Susan Borger, Church Secretary 484-695-7954 cell

Anthony Newett, Music Director & A/V Tech Advisor 215-805-4353

Lee Stephens 610-216-1664

Nursery School 610-435-5467

churchoffice@uccgreenawalds.org

Pastor’s Office Hours Vary
For a visit with Pastor Janet, please call her cell phone. (Text messages preferred)
Church Secretary Office Hours are Wednesday, 9:00 am — 3:00 pm.
(Other hours, from home. Call as necessary.)

ECHOES is a monthly publication of the United Church of Christ, Greenawalds. Members, committee
chairpersons leading a group and anyone with pertinent information are encouraged to submit information and
upcoming events. Submit news by email to the church office at churchoffice@uccgreenawalds.org or to Sue
Borger at borgersusan@yahoo.com
no later than the 15th of each month.

The SEPTEMBER 2025 Edition of Echoes is sponsored by:

Tiffany Dieter in loving memory of Connie and Kevin Stewart
and in honor of Tiffany & Adam Dieter’s 25th Wedding Anniversary!

AND

Ray and Linda Roche in loving memory of their son, Todd Roche.

Communication to our members is an important part of our ministry. If you cannot attend church
regularly, or do not use a computer, you can remain connected with the news, our mission and upcoming
activities through this newsletter.

Sponsors for the Echoes help to support the ministry of UCC Greenawalds to all members.
Call Sue Borger 484.695.7954 to sign up for a sponsorship and include your dedication information.
Cost is $20.00 per sponsorship.

KEEXKEEXKEEEXLEEXEEEEEE XXX AR AR XXX XRRX

Each Friday, in our email newsletter entitled, WEEKLY WORDS, we share all of our prayer
concerns, weekly bulletin and upcoming events. If you would like to be added to our email
distribution list, please email churchoffice@uccgreenawalds.org

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk
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