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​ ​ ​  
 

OCTOBER 

 SPOTLIGHTS… 

 

UCCG’S ANNUAL Community 
TRUNK OR TREAT 

Sat., October 25 5:00 - 7:00 pm 
Bring your family and friends for an evening of  
safe, fun trick-or-treating from decorated car trunks! 

With Hotdogs and Walking Tacos! 
Sign up to decorate your car and hand out treats!  
New this year: A Trunk Decorating Contest!  Participating families will vote for: 

●​ Best Overall, Spookiest, Prettiest 
  

Following Trunk or Treating will be AN OUTDOOR MOVIE EVENT! 
 

Beginning at approximately 7:30 pm, we will be 
watching  Goosebumps (2015, starring Jack Black)  

~Free Popcorn~ 

Come for this family-friendly adventure where your 
favorite monsters from R.L. Stine’s books come to life! 

Bring a chair, bring a blanket, and enjoy a night of laughter, 
music, and a little October magic on the big screen.  

This movie is rated PG — a little spooky, a lot of fun, and perfect for 
older kids, youth, and adults! 
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UCCG OCTOBER 2025 Worship Schedule -  
Accessible In Person, Online and Audio Only 

Worship begins at 10:00 am​
With Fellowship Time at 9:30 am 

Streamed LIVE on Facebook and YouTube.  Or call in for audio only  
by dialing 610-437-2320 OR 508-924-3609 

OCTOBER 5 - Worship w/Holy Communion - World Communion Sunday 
THEME: What is Faith? 
2 Timothy 1:1-14, ​Luke 17:5-10​  

OCTOBER 12 - Worship w/Baptism of Sofia Alissa Alexander 
​ ​ THEME: Your Faith Has Healed You 
​ ​ Psalm 66:1-12, 1 Timothy 2:8-15, Luke 17:11-19 

OCTOBER 19 - Worship 
​ ​ THEME: The Purpose of Scripture; Ask Boldly, Live Justly 
​ ​ 2 Timothy 3:14-17, Luke 18:1-8 

SEPTEMBER 26 - Worship Reformation Sunday​
​ ​ THEME:  Where is God Challenging Us to Reform Today? 
​ ​ 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18, Luke 18:9-14 

 
************************************************* 

LET US PRAY TOGETHER FOR:  Althea Blose; Ruth & Ken 
Newhard; Nydia and Henry Grube; Todd Mellett; ​
Drena Merkel; Raylee LaAsmar; Tracey Hildebeidel;​
Bruce Stocker; Jenn Seidel; Ray and Terry Ward; ​
Marti Stombaugh; Dolly and Bruce DeLong; Amanda and 
Mike and their four children. 

 
Nancy Saeger has moved from LVH to the rehab facility at 17th & Chew in Allentown. She is 
making slow but decent progress. 

If you have a prayer request and any updates, please contact Sue Borger or Pastor Janet. 
**Names will remain on the prayer list for two months unless updated with Sue Borger 
(484-695-7954). 

ALWAYS REMEMBERING OUR HOMEBOUND FAMILY AS WELL: ​
Eleanor Limpar (Whitehall Manor - Room C62); Naomi Thomas, at home; Doris Shaver 
(Phoebe - Room T313A)​ ​ ​  
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A SPECIAL ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION~ The German Reformed Church in the United 

States which began with the 

first communion at Falkner 

Swamp, Oct. 15, 1725.  It’s 

time to celebrate! 

Join in these special worship 

services: 

October 12th @ 1:30 pm 

Falkner Swamp UCC [2077 

Swamp Pike, Gilbertsville]  

w/ Guest Preacher The Rev. Dr. 

Karen Georgia Thompson, President and General Minister of the United Church of Christ 

October 15th @ 6:30 pm at UCC Greenawalds with Preacher The Rev. Dr. Bonnie Bates, 

Penn Northeast Conference Minister (and member of UCCG!) 

************************************************* 
 

This year’s Allentown CROP Walk is  

October 19. “We walk because they walk.” 

Raising money to support the Lehigh 

Conference of Churches Kitchen, the 

Allentown Area Ecumenical Food Bank, and 

Church World Service in bringing help and 

hope to our neighbors facing food insecurity due to poverty, homelessness, and 

natural and human-made disasters.  

WALKERS: Sign up in the lobby OR Click this link to sign up to walk and/or 

donate TODAY: 

https://events.crophungerwalk.org/crophungerwalks/team/ucc-greenawalds 

Or DONATE the old fashioned way with cash or check! Please make checks out to 

UCC Greenawalds with memo “crop walk”  

Raising funds and awareness! 

10% of all funds raised stays local. 

Thank you! 
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FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR JANET 

Hi everyone! 

Most of you know that I have been in ministry for over 21 years and 
that I got my start in, what was then called, Christian Education.  
Now we call it Faith Formation because over time churches realized 
that faith is not simply taught like math or history; it is nurtured, 
practiced, and lived. 

Made possible through a grant by the Lily Foundation received by 
the National UCC’s Love of Children Project, I have been part of a 
selected group of ministry professionals who care deeply about 

children, youth and families and how churches today can support them and encourage 
their spiritual growth in these growing and changing times. 

It is through my involvement in the Love of Children Project that Ashley Adams and I will 
be traveling to Alexandria, Virginia October 3 through 5 to participate in a HATCHATHON 
facilitated by a group called Ministry Incubators. Then, on October 5, from Virginia, I will 
travel to Colorado for a conference (10/6-9) for the 2025 Love of Children Cohort, of 
which I am a member.    In November Echoes, Ashley and I will share more about both 
experiences with you! 

All of these things are done with the goal of bringing new ideas to UCC Greenawalds’ 
faith community.  If you have a pastoral emergency while I am away, please contact our 
secretary, Sue Borger, for the on-call pastor. 

************************************************************************ 

Have you ever heard of the idea of throwing an “idea” on the 
wall and seeing what sticks??   

Well, here’s OCTOBER’s new idea! 

For the month of OCTOBER, beginning on Friday, October 10, 
anyone who wants to walk or exercise in a group should meet at 

the church at NOON for one hour each Friday.  Depending on the weather, we will 
either be inside or outside and engage together in some kind of moderate, yet gentle, 
exercise together.   

 

​ ​  

4 



 

 

Growing Old Gracefully; Part 1 
 

On Thursday, September 11, UCC Greenawalds hosted a 
thoughtful and informative End-of-Life Discussion featuring 
Attorney Linda Noonan and Funeral Director Erin Heintzelman. 
Together, they guided our congregation and community through 
one of life’s most important — and often most difficult — 
conversations. 

Both presenters emphasized that starting 
end-of-life planning conversations earlier 
rather than later is one of the greatest gifts 
we can give our families. Too often, these 
conversations happen only in times of crisis, 
which adds stress and confusion when loved 
ones are already overwhelmed with grief. 
Planning ahead creates clarity, peace of mind, 
and the ability to make decisions guided by 
personal values rather than urgent 
circumstances. 

They also addressed some of the biggest misconceptions people have about end-of-life 
planning: 

●​ Thinking “I’m too young to worry about that yet.”​
 

●​ Believing “My family already knows what I want.”​
 

●​ Assuming “It will all get taken care of when the time comes.”​
 

In reality, without clear documentation and shared conversations, families can be left 
uncertain and burdened with difficult decisions. 

Linda and Erin offered practical steps families can take right now to ease stress later, 
including: 

●​ Creating or updating a will and power of attorney documents.​
 

●​ Pre-planning funeral arrangements or at least talking about preferences.​
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●​ Making sure important documents are easy to find and shared with a trusted 
person.​
 

●​ Having open conversations with loved ones about wishes and values around care, 
legacy, and remembrance.​
 

The evening reminded us that end-of-life planning is not only about preparing for death 
— it is about living fully and leaving a legacy of love, clarity, and peace. 

We are grateful to Linda Noonan and Erin Heintzelman for sharing their expertise, 
compassion, and encouragement. UCC Greenawalds is committed to creating space for 
honest, faith-filled conversations that help us care for one another through every stage 
of life. 

If you missed that event, you can find it on the UCC Greenawalds YouTube page or by 
clicking here: https://youtu.be/BIQ8qYwc0bw?si=fEg7TqmpVlaJu7Ie 

 
Growing Old Gracefully; Part 2 

Aging Faithfully: The Holy Invitation of Growing Older by Alice Frying 
Our journey of aging gracefully is not just about preparing for the end of life. It is also 
about tending to our health now, planning wisely for retirement, and navigating the 
transitions of later life with courage, faith, and a sense of purpose. As we age, it’s easy to 
feel uncertain about our value or role in the world — yet God reminds us again and 
again that our worth does not diminish with age. In fact, our spirit is invited to grow 
deeper and stronger. 

Last month, Pastor Janet spoke about the book Aging Faithfully: The Holy Invitation of 
Growing Older by Alice Frying.  Perhaps you decided to read this too??  On Monday, 
October 13 at 6:30 pm, join Pastor Janet at church to explore this together.  If you 
haven’t gotten to read the book, you are still welcome to join in this valuable 
conversation about how aging can be embraced not as loss, but as an opportunity — a 
season when God’s Spirit continues to move, strengthen, and deepen us. 

For information on PART 3, see page 20. 
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Ant’s Corner 
“Can You Hear Me Now?” 

Remember those old Verizon commercials where the guy would wander 

around asking, “Can you hear me now?” Sometimes I think prayer feels 

a little like that. Ever want to ask God that very question? Whether it’s in 

the middle of a crisis, during a quiet moment at home, or even while 

stuck in traffic, we find ourselves wondering if our words are making it past the ceiling. 

Just last night, Pastor Janet and I hosted our weekly “What Matters Wednesdays” group. The 

subject was prayer. That same theme has been threading its way through my life lately. In 

private spiritual counseling sessions with Reverend Bonnie Bates, the importance of carving out 

time for prayer comes up again and again. When I had regular Bible studies at MCCF throughout 

2024, prayer was always a central part of our time together. 

Even in the Muslim groups that met regularly, prayer was a 

cornerstone, woven into their daily structure. And having 

been married into a Jewish family for twenty years, I was able 

to witness firsthand how deeply prayer shapes Judaic worship, 

from Sabbath blessings over bread and wine, to the chanting 

of ancient prayers. 

It’s impossible not to notice the pattern: regardless of faith 

tradition or denominational label, there is a powerful, 

universal thread—the practice of speaking with God, both 

privately and in community. And yet, after all of these 

experiences, I find myself confessing something a little 

embarrassing: I’m not very good at it. 

In Christianity alone, prayer takes on many shapes. In 

Catholicism, the recitation of the “Hail Mary” or the “Our Father” provides a rhythm of words 

that connect the heart to centuries of believers. In many Protestant traditions, prayer leans 

more spontaneous, with people lifting up joys and concerns aloud in worship or speaking 

silently in moments of personal reflection. Pentecostal and charismatic communities emphasize 

prayer that is both exuberant and Spirit-filled—sometimes spoken in tongues! 

Beyond Christianity, Jewish prayer is rich in structure and poetry. The “Shema”, prayed daily, is 

both a proclamation of faith and a reminder of God’s oneness. On the Sabbath, prayers of 

blessing are central—over candles, bread, and wine—transforming the home into a sanctuary. 
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Each of these traditions, in its own unique way, circles back to the same essential act: reaching 

beyond ourselves to connect with the sacred. 

Honestly, I’ve always thought that for me, the formality of kneeling doesn’t feel right. And 

sometimes I wonder—does that mean I don’t take prayer seriously enough? But here’s the 

truth: I feel closest to God when I can treat Him like a friend who’s right beside me. I don’t need 

set times or perfect words; I need immediacy. The way you can’t resist texting your closest 

friend the second something important happens—that’s the way I want to pray. I’d rather tell 

God what’s on my mind in the moment than hold it all in for a scheduled “catch-up session.” 

And the more I think about it, the more I realize that God doesn’t want us to wait either. God 

wants us to carry Him with us at all times, to share our thoughts, feelings, worries, joys, and 

gratitude right then and there. Prayer doesn’t need to be complicated—it just needs to be real. 

(Hey, maybe I’m not so bad at it after all!) 

So whether you kneel, chant, meditate, or belt out Paul Newman’s tune from Cool Hand 

Luke—”I don’t care if it rains or freezes, as long as I’ve got my plastic Jesus, sitting on the 

dashboard of my car”—on your morning commute, it all counts! The important part is that the 

line stays open. After all, prayer isn’t graded on neatness or posture—it’s graded on sincerity. 

God is not up there with a red pen marking your prayers like a high school English essay. And if 

He were, I’m pretty sure my prayers would come back with a note in the margin: “See me after 

class!” 

 
 
 

****************************************************** 

The More 
The more generous we are, the more joyous we become. 

The more cooperative we are, the more valuable we become. 
The more enthusiastic we are, the more productive we become. 

The more serving we are, the more prosperous we become. 
The more outgoing we are, the more helpful we become. 
The more curious we are, the more creative we become. 

The more patient we are, the more understanding we become 
The more persistent we are, the more successful we become. 

~ William Arthur Ward 
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~PARENTS~  
FAITH FORMATION INFORMATION 
STATION… Growing in Faith Together!  

 

Sunday School is each Sunday at 9:00 am. 
Classes for preschool ages through high school 
Led by a team of creative, dedicated, and faithful leaders 

Adults- “Fuel Your Faith” on Wednesdays  
FAITH CLUB … Meets from 10:30 am to Noon.  Currently we are having a book discussion 
but even if you haven’t read the book, you are welcome.  However, due to scheduling 
conflicts, there will be no gathering on October 8 or 15.  A new topic will begin in 
mid-November and will be announced shortly. 

 

WHAT MATTERS ON WEDNESDAYS … 6:30 - 8:00 pm This is an open discussion group which 
is currently enjoying the Alpha Series, which sparks engaging faith-filled conversation. Sign 
up on the bulletin board in the lobby to bring a snack to share! 

************************************************************ 

Confirmation Information: 
 
Our new Combined Confirmation/Youth program is 
well underway.  
In partnership with Grace UCC Allentown and St. John’s UCC 
Fullertown, this program is for 6th graders through adults who 
have not yet been confirmed. 

 

G.I.F.T SCHEDULE Oct - Dec 2025 
OCTOBER IS AT UCCC Greenawalds 2325 Albright Ave, Allentown 

●​ October 14 – Bible Basics (how to read, types of writings) 
●​ Service Opportunity: Sunday October 19​Allentown CROP Hunger Walk   
●​ October 28 – Bible Basics, Pt 2 

NOVEMBER IS AT GRACE UCC 623 Cleveland Street, Allentown  

●​ November 11 – GOD, JESUS (Word made flesh), HOLY SPIRIT / the Trinity 
●​ November 22 - “One Night without a Bed” homeless simulation at UCCG 
●​ November 25 – Christ’s BIRTH STORY (Advent tie-in) 

DECEMBER WILL BE AT ST. JOHN’S FULLERTOWN 575 Grape St, Whitehall 

●​ December 9 – PRAYER (different ways to pray)  ​ (December 23 – no class) 
​ ​  

9 



 

 

“YOUTH CORNER” 
On Saturday, September 27, our Youth Group traveled to PNEC’s office to the farewell party. 
They all went home with some “goodies.” From the office, they traveled to Columcille 
Megalith Park in Bangor, PA. Columcille Megalith Park is a private park featuring over ​
90 megalithic structures, including stone monuments, a chapel, a bell tower, and a 
labyrinth, set along miles of walking trails. Thank you to Sue Roth and Ashley Adams for 
taking our youth on this fun trip. 

Here are some comments shared by the kids who went along. 

“My favorite part was the labyrinth (and when we got to eat food).” ~ Peyton 

“My favorite part was lunch because we were finished, and we just did the labyrinth.” ~ JJ 

“I enjoyed looking at all the structures and finding our way out of the maze.” ~ Dallis 

“My favorite part was the labyrinth and the chapel.” ~ Spencer 
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From PNEC … 
Bonnie Bates is retiring after serving the Penn Northeast 
Conference for eight years as PNEC’s Conference Minister. 
We want to say “thank you” so we are having a banquet in 
Bonnie’s honor.  

Cost is $30 per person for the banquet. To make a 
reservation: 

●​ Use tithe.ly at the link below:​
http://tithe.ly/event/-registration/#/10377579​
OR 

●​ Send a check to PNEC, 431 Delaware Avenue, 
Palmerton, PA 18071. 

Please list the names of those attending. 

There are two opportunities to express your gratitude for Bonnie’s ministry among us for 
these past eight years. 
 
1.​ You can make a contribution to a “Love Offering” which will be presented to 
Bonnie in gratitude for her service and leadership. (Checks should be made payable to 
PNEC and mailed to 431 Delaware Avenue, Palmerton, PA 18071.   OR Use tithe.ly at this 
link for the “Love Offering” ONLY:  https://title.ly/event-registration/#/10377739  NOTE 
this is different than the link for the banquet payment.​
​
2.​ You can send a card, letter or story about your experience with Bonnie. These 
cards and letters will be included in a memory scrap book which will be presented to 
Bonnie at the banquet. 

 

********************************************** 

A REQUEST FROM OUR CUSTODIAN​
When recycling a beverage container (i.e., plastic cups or bottles and cans), please rinse 
them out before putting them in the recycling bin - which eliminates the need for him to 

wash the container every time he empties the recycling.  THANK YOU!! 

********************************************* 
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Outreach + Mission = GROWTH 

 

OMG’s MISSION FOCUS FOR 2025 
Our "Let's Make a Difference" collection has come to an extremely successful conclusion.  
We have collected almost $3,000 toward a local family's needs. This amount is about half 
of the cost of the new heating system that is being installed at their home.  Indeed, we 
truly DID make a difference! THANK YOU for your generosity! 
  

“If anyone has material possessions and sees a brother or sister in need ​
but has no pity on them, how can the love of God be in that person?”​

~ 1 John 3:17 

 
LITTLE FREE PANTRY 

 
Our Little Free Pantry continues to be a blessing.  We are 
currently in need of CEREAL, JELLY and BEANS (kidney, black, 
cannellini). Your contributions of food items are, as always, 
very much appreciated by our food-insecure neighbors. 

“And do not forget to do good and to share with others, 
for with such sacrifices God is pleased.”    

 ~ Hebrews 13:16 

BETHLEHEM EMERGENCY SHELTERING 
Thank you to everyone involved in the BES bagged lunch project on September 6-7.  Your 
food donations, as well as monetary contributions, allowed us to provide 80 bagged 
lunches (a lunch consisted of two sandwiches, chips, crackers, cookies, fruit cup, fruit 
snacks and a bottle of water).  
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2025 CHRISTMAS MISSION 
Watch future Echoes for information on our Christmas mission 
recipient, The Caring Place Youth Development Center in Allentown! 

 
 
HARVEST HOME 
During the month of November, we will continue our tradition of a 
Harvest Home collection of non-perishable food to be donated to 
the Allentown Ecumenical Food Bank.  All donations will be 
delivered to the Food Bank on November 24, in time for the 
Thanksgiving holiday.  

Suggestions: 
November 2 - Cereal, oatmeal, peanut butter, jelly 
November 9 - Pasta, pasta sauce, macaroni & cheese 
November 16 - Canned soups, vegetables, fruit 
November 23 - Canned chicken, tuna, spam 
 

A generous man will himself be blessed, for he shares his food with the poor 
Proverbs 22:9 

NEIGHBORS IN NEED 
Gifts to Neighbors in Need support the UCC’s ministries of justice and compassion 
throughout the United States. One-third of NIN funds support the Council for American 
Indian Ministry. The rest support a variety of justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, direct 
service projects, and grants. Neighbors in Need grants are annually awarded to UCC 
churches and organizations doing justice work in their communities. 
UCCG will collect the offering on Oct. 5 (as part of World Communion Sunday), as well as 
October 12 and 19. Envelopes are available in the Narthex on the announcement table.  
Thank you for your support of the OCWM (Our Church's Wider Mission). 

​ ​  
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UCCG’s next Host Week for 2025 is November 2 thru 9. Please consider signing up now - 
there are still plenty of slots available. New volunteers are always welcome. 

There are currently five families in the program. Four of the families are in rotation, and​
one family is staying at our apartment at the 6th Street Shelter.. 

Our host weeks are set for 2026 - April 12 thru 19, September 27 thru October 4, and 
November 8 thru 15. 

Our annual Sip ‘n Mingle was held on Wednesday, August 20, 2025 at Domaine Pterion 
Vineyard & Winery in Macungie. The event was enjoyed by everyone, and some felt it was 
even better than last year. It was a very successful  fundraiser. Net amount was $25,000 – 
$2,500 more than last year. 

Woodspring Suites is upgrading their beds, TV’s, bed frames, shelves, chairs and mattresses – 
full and queen. The mattresses are no more than five years old and are covered. They are 
donating these items to Family Promise for our graduating families. 

Family Promise Save the Dates: 

Boscov’s Friends & Family, Wednesday, October 22, 2025 from 8:00 am until 11:00 pm.​
Boscov’s tickets are now available for purchase. Cost for a ticket is $5.00. For every ticket 
sold, Family Promise will receive $5. The ticket allows 25% off (some exclusions apply) on 
Boxcov’s lowest sale prices in-store and online. Please see Sue Roth if you would like a ticket. 

Volunteer Thank You Dinner - Wednesday, November 12, 2025 - The dinner will be held on 
Wednesday, November 12 at 6:00 pm at First Presbyterian Church, 3232 West Tilghman 
Street, Allentown. The dinner is free - the staff and Board Members want to thank the 
volunteers for their support and hard work. Even though the event is six weeks away, please 
let Sue Roth know if you would like to attend.  The dinner is limited to 100 people and seats 
will go quickly. 

Designer Purse Bingo - Saturday, January 17 - details to be announced. 

Annual Homecoming Gala - Saturday, March 28, 2026 - details to be announced. 
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One Night Without a Home 
Homelessness Simulation on November 22 
at UCC Greenawalds 

Family Promise and UCCG have teamed up with the 
Lehigh Conference of Churches to promote 
awareness of homelessness and hunger once 
again. This is an annual event where various events 
have been organized to educate the community 
and raise support to those who find themselves homeless or hungry. 

UCC Greenawalds will be a host site for this event. Participants can either sleep in their car,  
in a cardboard box or in a tent. (fyi-Sleeping in a cardboard box retains better heat than a 
cold car!) People participating are asked to get sponsors. All donations will go to Family 
Promise of Lehigh Valley. 

The event will be on Saturday night from 7:00 pm (set-up sleeping area begins at 6:00 pm) 
to 7:00 am Sunday morning - plenty of time to get ready for worship. 

Please note the following: 

●​ This is an intergenerational event. You may register as an individual or as a group. 
●​ Churches may not send youth to Greenawalds without an adult chaperone. 
●​ Eat dinner BEFORE arriving. Lite breakfast refreshments provided.   
●​ This is an OUTDOOR event IN NOVEMBER.  
●​ Boxes are not provided. 

●​ Bring/wear weather appropriate clothing/blankets and a flashlight is 
recommended.  You will not have access to electricity. 

●​ We are allowing tents, but YOU are responsible to be able to fully set up your own 
tent ON YOUR OWN in the dark (parents can help with set up and take down.) 

To register for this event, please email UCC Greenawalds at 
uccgreenawalds@gmail.com with your name and cell phone number! 

******************************************************** 

 
God has promised forgiveness to your                                           

repentance, but He has not promised​
 tomorrow to your procrastination. 
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Campfire for a Cause 

This year’s mission recipient was Valley Youth House.​
Instead of asking UCCG members to shop, we asked for​
monetary donations to help sponsor the items that were 

purchased by Sue Sawyer. The retail price of these items is 
$2,610 – Sue spent only $911!  

On Sunday afternoon, September 21, some of the women of our 
LIFT group gathered at the home of Dennis and Sue Sawyer for 

our annual campfire. We enjoyed good food,​
good company and fun games. 

Thank you to Dennis and Sue for hosting again this year.  
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UCCG is… Wise! 

 

On September 28, we had another  

Mental Health Lunch N Learn 

Here is a brief recap in case you missed it: 

 
We had an impactful program on Suicide Awareness and Prevention.  There were five 

presentations with two special guests.  Diane Prosper from LVH PES (Psych Evaluation 

Services) and Jean Francis from the Suicide Prevention Coalition was with us.  We also 

heard from our own Colleen Horlacher, Christy Dunbar, and Pastor Janet. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We heard about some symptoms we might see if someone is suffering, such as 

withdrawal, decreased self-care, giving away possessions and engaging in risky 
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behaviors. We learned that suicide has far-reaching impacts.  We learned about 

situations different age groups face that could bring someone to a place where ending 

their life seems the only way to end their pain.   

 

Here are a few examples: 

TEENS/YOUNG ADULTS: academic pressure, social media, and identity confusion 

ADULTS/Mid-life: Care-giver stress, work-related difficulties, financial anxiety 

OLDER ADULTS: loss of independence, grief, feeling useless or like a burden 

 

We also learned how to approach someone we have concern for and even had a 

chance to practice with role play.  One method is called QPR or Question, Persuade, 

Refer/Resource.  

 

We heard some statistics and facts and debunked some common myths.  Here are a 

few important and interesting things to note: 

Suicide is not merely attention-seeking behavior. 

Suicide CAN be prevented. 

Older adults have a higher risk of completing suicide. 

Asking about or showing concern for someone will not “make” someone consider 

suicide.  

 

MAKE THE CALL: 988 is a resource like 911 but it is not only for emergencies.  988 is 

available if you are worried about someone and are looking for ways to help OR if you 

are having increased thoughts of harming yourself. 

 

PSYCHOLOGY TODAY: This website is a trusted resource to go to for finding a therapist.  

You can also call your insurance company for a list of names. 

 

LISTEN. Validate feelings in a non-judgmental way. Don’t give advice- give resources. 

 

UCCG will continue to strive to be a WISE, educated and welcoming congregation who 

truly cares.  If you have questions or would like more information on Suicide 

Awareness and Prevention, there are handouts in the lobby, but also, feel free to 

contact anyone on the team.   

Protecting our Peace and Creating Safe Spaces, 

Your Mental Health Ministry Team is Ashley Adams, Tiffany Dieter, Karen Griffith, Nydia 

Grube, Anthony Newett, Sue Sawyer and Pastor Janet 

​ ​  
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So what’s next for the Mental Health Team? 

Growing Old Gracefully; Part 3 

“Our WISHES for the FUTURE” 

The Mental Health Team of UCC Greenawalds is excited to invite you to the next session 
in our Growing Old Gracefully series. In January, we will gather for two opportunities to 
learn about and prepare for one of the most important conversations we can have: 
communicating our wishes for end-of-life care. 

Together, we will explore the Five Wishes—a nationally recognized end-of-life planning 
tool that helps each of us think through how we want to be treated, supported, and 
remembered when the time comes. These conversations will include not only practical 
details, but also reflection on the songs and scriptures that bring us comfort and hope in 
times of loss. 

As part of our time together, participants will have the chance to fill out their own Five 
Wishes form to take home, and a funeral planning document which will be kept on file at 
the church. This ensures that your desires are known and honored, offering peace of 
mind for you and clarity for your loved ones. 

Choose the date that fits best with your schedule: 
Friday January 16, 2026 10:00 am to Noon OR Thursday, January 22 6 - 8:00 pm. 

We warmly encourage everyone—no matter your age—to join us for this meaningful 
and faith-filled opportunity. Preparing now is a gift of love for ourselves, our families, 
and our church community. 

********************** 
HEY, What’s better than Pizza and Coffee?? 

Supporting Your Church! 
The Mental Health Team is hosting a Pizza Kit and Coffee fundraiser.  

ALL proceeds will go towards the UCCG Operating Budget. Order forms are included in 
this edition of Echoes (see pages 25 & 26) and in the Lobby by the announcement sheets. 
Order Forms and payment (cash or check payable to UCCG) should be returned by 
October 19, 2025 to Tiffany Deiter, Karen Griffith, Ashley Adams or Sue Sawyer. 

Orders will be delivered Sunday November 2, 2025. 
​

 Let's hear it for Friday night Pizza night!  And coffee every morning! 
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FULL CIRCLE OF LIFE MINISTRIES 
UCC Greenawalds will be welcoming some new friends this fall. Full Circle of Life Ministries 

will be renting our sanctuary every Sunday from 2:00-8:00 pm. The fledgling congregation 

was started by Pastor Tamara J. Omoigui one year ago in Pen Argyl. The members currently 

meet in person and on zoom. The church has a following in Nigeria, her husband's 

homeland. 

Members of UCCG and Full Circle of Life Ministries met on September 21 to share 

information about theology and the mission of our congregations as well as to view and 

discuss use of the sanctuary. FCLM may occasionally rent Fellowship Hall for refreshments 

or small gatherings after worship. 

October 12 is the first Sunday that they will be using our building. The 4-month trial lease 

will allow for both congregations to work out any issues that may arise. It is our hope that 

the relationship will continue indefinitely. 

Please welcome our new friends if or when you see them. 

​ ​ ​ ​ ~ Karen Griffith 

 

******************************************************** 

 
NURSERY SCHOOL UPDATE:   

Contact: Sheri Stephens at 610-442-3176 or Nursery School office at 610-435-5467 

●​ We are still accepting registrations for the 2025-2026 school year.  If you know of 

someone who may be interested in enrolling their child, please have them call the 

Nursery School office at 610-435-5467 or Sheri Stephens at 610-442-3176. 

●​ Please continue collecting used clothing, bedding, purses and shoes as we are doing 

this fundraiser again for the next school year!   

●​ Our current fundraiser is Thomson’s Hoagies - the sale runs from October 2 to 

October 23 with delivery on Thursday morning October 30.   Please contact​
Sheri Stephens or Sue Borger if you would like to place an order.​
An order form will be available in the lobby on Sunday morning. 

●​ THANK YOU for your continued support of our Nursery School program. ❤ 
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Your 2025 Consistory​ THANK YOU FOR SERVING!! 

 

(Consistory members are elected for a three year term. Officers are elected for a​
one year term within their three years; term in office may be repeated if necessary.) 

 
Officers:​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
Moderator - Karen Griffith; ​ ​ Class of 2026​ ​ ​  
Vice Moderator - Glenn Horlacher; ​ Class of 2027​ ​  
Treasurer - Bonnie Marmon; ​​ Class of 2027​ ​ ​  
Financial Secretary - Grant Field; ​ Class of 2027​ ​  
Recording Secretary - Sue Borger; ​Class of 2025​ ​  

At Large Members: 
Mark Adams ​ ​ Class of 2026 
Linda Altrichter ​ ​ Class of 2026 
Jayne Christman ​ Class of 2025 
Nanci Snyder​ ​ Class of 2025 
Matt Stalter ​ ​ Class of 2026 

 
 

SPIRITUAL COUNCIL 
(Active Elders serve on the Spiritual Council for 2 year terms.) 

Jayne Christman​​ Class of 2025 
Karen Adams​ ​ Class of 2025 
Eileen Cleaver​ ​ Class of 2025 
 
Carla Lindenmuth ​ Class of 2026 
Don Harris​​ ​ Class of 2026 

​
PNEC Delegates: Ben Gulledge 

Alternate Delegate: Ashley Adams 
Youth Delegate: Markie Adams 
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September UCCG Consistory Hot 
 
Every Fall, the leadership of UCCG works on a budget for the next year. This is a 

tough job. Unlike companies that have a steady income, UCCG looks to our 

members for all financial support. Electronic giving is a good way to ensure that 

you are regularly supporting your church even if you miss a Sunday. Electronic 

giving forms are in the Narthex and once filled out, can be handed to any member 

of Consistory or put in the offering plate. 

 

1.​ Trunk or Treat is October 25 from 5:00-7:00 pm, with an outdoor movie at 

approximately 7:30 pm. Sign up in the Narthex to join in the trunk decorating 

contest. Candy donations are always welcome too. 

2.​ The “Let’s Make a Difference” campaign will be finished at the end of 

September, and a full report on the project will be in an upcoming Echoes. 

3.​ The Property Team continues to ask for someone to step forward to take the 

team leader position.  

4.​ The Youth and Confirmation Class are combining with two other 

congregation youth groups for educational and recreational opportunities. 

5.​ The Finance and Budget team is diligently working on the 2026 budget.  

6.​ We have officially ended the lot line adjustment project with South 

Whitehall Township due to the exorbitant costs.  

7.​ The License Agreement with the neighbor is still on the table but awaiting 

response from the lawyer. 

8.​ The stairlift got the ok from the state. We are now waiting to schedule 

installation with the Acorn Company. 

9.​ The Library Task Force will meet on September 25 and 30 to begin the 

scanning and organization of historical documents.  

10.​Some of our Consistory Members terms will be completed at the end of 

2025. Please prayerfully consider a position on the leadership team. 

 
 

 ~ Karen Griffith, Moderator Consistory 
​
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Here are the financial results for the first seven months of 2025. 
 

 

 

In what and in whom are you INVESTING? 

Over the next four months, every act of generosity matters—whether it’s your 
weekly offering, volunteering, or inviting someone new to worship!  Together, we 
can finish 2025 strong—turning red into green by Christmas and ensuring our 
ministries continue to bless our congregation and community. 

******************************************************** 

 

 

Being a Christian is like a pumpkin. 

God lifts you up, takes you in, and washes all the dirt off.​
He opens you up, touches you deep inside​

and scoops out all the yucky stuff – including the seeds​
of doubt,hate and greed. 

Then He carves you a new smiling face ​
and puts His light inside you to shine for all the world to see! 
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Pizza Fundraiser 
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Coffee Fundraiser 
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Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

** Every Sunday unless 
otherwise stated 
9:30 am Fellowship Time 
10:00 am Worship 
9:00 am Sunday School 
 
***Full Circle of Life 
Ministries Sanctuary Rental - 
Sundays 3:00-8:00 pm     
(FCLM) 

 
 

1 
10:30 am Faith 
Club 

6:30 pm 
What Matters on 
Wednesday 
-Alpha Series 

2 
 
 
 
 
6:30 pm E&O 
Meeting 

3 
 
 
 
 

4 

 
 

5 ** World 

Communion 
Sunday 
Supply Pastor​
Rev. Diefenderfer 
 
 

 
 
 

7 
 
1:15 pm 
Finance & 
Budget Mtg. 

8 
No Faith Club or 
What Matters on 
Wednesday  

9 

 
 

10 

 

Noon  
“Splat” Exercise 
group 

11 

 
Wedding - 
Don Harris 
Joann Benfield 

12  ** 
w/Baptism of 
Sofia 
Alexander 
 
*** FCLM 
 

13 

 
 
 

14 
 
 
 
6:00pm GIFT 
Confirmation 
AND Mentor 
Orientation​
at UCCG 

15 
No Faith Club or 
What Matters on 
Wednesday  

6:30 pm 300th 
Anniversary 
Reformed Church 
Worship at UCCG 

16 
 
Deadline to 
submit info for 
November 
Echoes 
 
5:30 pm 
Consistory Mtg. 

17 
Noon  
“Splat” Exercise 
group 

18 
7 am-3 pm 
Private Rental 
- Full Circle of 
Life Ministries 
Sanctuary and 
Fellowship 
Hall 
 

19**  
 
CROP WALK 
1 pm start at St. 
Timothy 
Lutheran on OTT 
St. 
 
 
*** FCLM 

 

20 
 
 
 

21 22 
10:30 am  
Faith Club  

6:30 pm 
What Matters on 
Wednesday 
-Alpha Series 

23 
 
 
6:30 pm Mental 
Health Min Team 

24 
10:00 am 
Faith Formation 
Ministry Team 
 

Noon  
“Splat” Exercise 
group 

25 
2:00 pm Piano 
Recital 
(Sanctuary) 
 
5:00-7:00 pm 
Trunk or Treat 
7:30 pm 
Outdoor 
Movie- 
GOOSEBUMPS 

26**  
 
 
 
 
*** FCLM 

27 
 
2:00 pm PRC 
 
6:00 pm 
Spiritual 
Council 

28 
 
 
6:00pm GIFT 
Confirmation 
at UCCG 

29 10:30 am  
Faith Club  

6:30 pm 
What Matters on 
Wednesday 
-Alpha Series 

30 

 

 

31 
Noon  
“Splat” Exercise 
group 

 



 

 

OUR STAFF 
 

Rev. Janet Newett, Pastor                  ​ ​ ​ ​ 610.657.2189 cell 

        ​ ​ ​ pastorjanetn@gmail.com 

Church Office/Main Phone                                     ​         ​ 610-435-1763 

Susan Borger, Church Secretary                                         ​ 484-695-7954 cell 

Anthony Newett, Music Director & A/V Tech Advisor            ​215-805-4353 

Lee Stephens​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 610-216-1664 

        ​ Nursery School                                                                    ​ 610-435-5467 
             ​​ ​ ​ churchoffice@uccgreenawalds.org ​                       ​ ​     ​  
 

Pastor’s Office Hours Vary 
For a visit with Pastor Janet, please call her cell phone. (Text messages preferred) 

                ​                ​ Church Secretary Office Hours are Wednesday, 9:00 am – 3:00 pm. 
(Other hours, from home.  Call as necessary.) 

  

ECHOES is a monthly publication of the United Church of Christ, Greenawalds.  Members, committee 
chairpersons leading a group and anyone with pertinent information are encouraged to submit information and 

upcoming events.  Submit news by email to the church office at churchoffice@uccgreenawalds.org or to Sue 
Borger at borgersusan@yahoo.com ​

no later than the 15th of each month. 

****************************************************** 
Each Friday, in our email newsletter entitled, WEEKLY WORDS, we share all of our prayer 

concerns, weekly bulletin and upcoming events.  If you would like to be added to our email 

distribution list, please email churchoffice@uccgreenawalds.org 
******************************************************************* 
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The OCTOBER 2025 Edition of Echoes is sponsored by: 

Darryl & Annette Fatzinger and Keith & Eileen Cleaver​
in honor of the birthday of our late sister, Brenda Horn. 

AND 

Ray & Linda Roche in loving memory of our son, Todd Roche.​
​

Communication to our members is an important part of our ministry.  If you cannot attend church 
regularly, or do not use a computer, you can remain connected with the news, our mission and upcoming 

activities through this newsletter.​
​

Sponsors for the Echoes help to support the ministry of UCC Greenawalds to all members.​
Call Sue Borger 484.695.7954 to sign up for a sponsorship and include your dedication information. 

Cost is $20.00 per sponsorship. 

mailto:churchoffice@uccgreenawalds.org
mailto:borgersusan@yahoo.com
mailto:churchoffice@uccgreenawalds.org
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