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Join UCC Greenawalds for the Holidays; 
FIND THE HEART OF CHRISTMAS! 
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Thank you to all…  

…who came out to help the Music & Worship team decorate our 
church for Christmas – youth and adults alike – all were very helpful. 
Thank you.  We even had an extra nativity set which the girls were happy to use to 
decorate the Youth Room.  Your help was greatly appreciated!  
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UCCG DECEMBER 2025 Worship Schedule 
Accessible In Person, Online and Audio Only 

Worship begins at 10:00 am​
With Fellowship Time at 9:30 am 

Streamed LIVE on Facebook and YouTube.  Or call in for audio only  
by dialing 610-437-2320 OR 508-924-3609 

DECEMBER 7- Worship w/Holy Communion 
THEME: PEACE for TOMORROW 
Scriptures: Psalm 149, Ephesians 1:11-14, 22-23, Luke 6:20-31 

DECEMBER 14 - Worship  
​ ​ THEME:  JOY for ALL 

Scriptures: Isaiah 35:1-2,4-6, Matthew 11:2-7,10-11 
DECEMBER 21 - Worship w/Polar Express Christmas Musical 
​ ​ THEME: LOVE for EVERYONE 
DECEMBER 28 - Worship - ​
​ ​ THEME: LESSONS & CAROLS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
​
​ ​  

 

 
 
 

 
​

Sometimes the best Christmas present is​
remembering what you’ve already got! 

~ Kathy Guisewite
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FROM THE DESK OF PASTOR JANET 

Greetings beautiful souls! 

Advent invites us into a season of watching, waiting, and opening our 
hearts to God’s presence in the middle of our everyday lives. And let’s 
be honest—our everyday lives in December can be busy. Between work, 
family, shopping, planning, gatherings, and all the emotions that come 
with this time of year, it can be hard to slow down long enough to notice 
where God is offering hope, peace, joy, and love. 

So this year, I want to offer you a simple blessing to keep close. 

Print it out. Tape it to your refrigerator. Tuck it into your Bible. Read it before you head out the 
door, or pray it quietly before bedtime. Let it become a small daily pause—an invitation to 
breathe, to remember what matters, and to welcome Christ’s light into your home and your 
heart.  My prayer is that this blessing will walk with you through the season— 

steadying you when days feel heavy, 
lifting you when you need encouragement, 
and reminding you that God is near in every moment. 

May it bless you, your family, and your Advent journey! 

With Love and Gratitude for each one of YOU! 
Pastor Janet 

An Advent Blessing for you and your home  

May Hope rise in your heart each morning— 
a quiet confidence that God is working in ways seen and unseen. 

 
May Peace settle gently over your home— 

calming anxious thoughts, softening hurried days, 
and creating space for rest. 

 
May Joy surprise you— 

in laughter shared, in kindness given, 
and in moments of grace you didn’t expect. 

 
May Love guide your words and actions— 

shaping the way you care for yourself, 
for those who share your household, 

and for every neighbor God places in your path. 
 

And as you move through this Advent season, 
may Christ’s light bless your family— 

strengthening you, comforting you, 
and gathering you in God’s never-ending care.  Amen. 
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~PARENTS~  
FAITH FORMATION INFORMATION 
STATION… Growing in Faith Together!  
Sunday School is each Sunday 9:00 - 9:45 am. 

Classes for preschool ages through high school 

Led by a team of creative, dedicated, and faithful leaders 

Please Note: There will be no Sunday School on December 28. 

CONFIRMATION SCHEDULE 
Dec 9 - Class 6:00 pm at St. John’s Fullertown; TOPIC: PRAYER ​  
(December 23 – no class) 

Updates and Reminders for the Cast and Crew 
of Polar Express! (and Sunday School teachers too!) 

REHEARSALS: 
DECEMBER 7:  
9:00 am- We will work with Hero, Girl, Know it All, Billy; the rest of the children will be 
in Sunday School. After Worship - Scenes 9, 10 & Run through from beginning.  

DECEMBER 14:  
8:50 am- Full Cast rehearsal during Sunday School; Scenes 11 & 12  
11:00 am -FULL CAST AFTER WORSHIP FOR FULL RUN THROUGH without scripts in 
hand.  Please try to have your lines memorized by today. 

DECEMBER 20 
***DRESS REHEARSAL 10:00 am  to NOON 
*** BRING ALL SET PIECES, COSTUMES AND PROPS PLEASE.  

DECEMBER 21 
PAGEANT DAY!  Please arrive in costume at 8:45 am.  We will only have enough time to 
run through it one time before 10am worship. 

 

Adult FAITH FORMATION- “Fuel Your Faith” on Wednesdays  

FAITH CLUB will resume Wednesdays at 10:30 am beginning January 7. 

WHAT MATTERS ON WEDNESDAYS December Schedule-  
12/3​ 6:30 - 8:00 pm Alpha Session 11: How can I make the most of my life? 
12/10​ No meeting at church  

Next Gathering  for Alpha Series will be January 7!  Enjoy your Holidays!
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TRIP TO POLAR EXPRESS EXPERIENCE  
The children and youth (and adults too) had so much fun at the  

Delaware River Railroad Polar Express Excursion! 
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More Fun on the Polar Express Experience – 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
************************************** 

“YOUTH CORNER” 

MERRY CHRISTMAS 
Instead of doing individual interviews, we asked our youth and children to answer a few 

questions about Christmas favorites. 

What Does Advent Mean to You? 

The overwhelming answer was “Countdown to Christmas” 

What’s Your Favorite Christmas Movie?​
​ 3 votes for Nightmare Before Christmas; 2 votes for Jack Frost (animated)​
​ Other favorites include - Home Alone, Krampus, Santa Claus 
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What’s Your Favorite Christmas Song/Hymn?​
​ 3 votes for Santa Claus is Coming to Town; 2 votes for Carol of the Bells​
​ Other favorites were - All I Want for Christmas, Polar Express,​
​ When Christmas Comes to Town 

Do You Have a Favorite Family Christmas Tradition? If so, what is it?  

●​ Spencer's favorite tradition is that his aunts, uncles and cousins come over to their 

house on Christmas Eve. 

●​ Evie enjoys playing in the snow with family. 

●​ JD likes going to his aunt’s house on Christmas Eve. 

●​ JJ enjoys Christmas Day when after opening their gifts at their house, they go to 

Gammy and Pop’s house. 

●​ Dallis’s favorite tradition is that on the Saturday after Thanksgiving, her family goes 

to a Christmas Tree Farm to cut down their Christmas tree. 

●​ Markie’s favorite tradition is hiding the pickle on the Christmas tree. 

●​ Arra likes going to Grammy and Pop’s on Christmas Day. 

●​ Peyton’s favorite tradition is decorating the Christmas tree with her family. 

●​ Parker likes waking up Christmas morning and opening their gifts together. 

●​ Eleanor likes that she and her sister and brother have to close their eyes to come 

downstairs on Christmas morning. 

The overwhelming favorite activity the Youth experienced together this past summer 

was – going mini-golfing. 

 

December Kindness Challenge​
**(Parents/Grandparents, please have your kids read this challenge)** 

Here are a few simple ways to shine God’s light this season: 

●​ Hold the door for someone 

●​ Pray for a friend who’s stressed 

●​ Give a genuine compliment 

●​ Do a chore at home without being asked 

●​ Send a text of encouragement 

Check off as many as you can this month!​
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Ant’s Corner 
“The Soundtrack of December” 

On more than one occasion, several in fact, I’ve heard our 
Sheri Stephens talk about how much she loves “the bells.” 
While I never really asked her about this, there’s a particular 
look in her eye and a tone in her voice that expresses deep 
affection… the kind of affection that comes from somewhere 
deep within, as if she is experiencing a sense memory. A sense 

memory is simply a moment when a sound, smell, taste, or image instantly pulls us back 
to another time in our lives, bringing old emotions to the surface as if no time has 
passed at all. 

Several months ago, I wrote an article on the power of sense memory associated with 
smell and taste entitled “Smell You Later.” But what about sound? What do sounds do 
for us? The crunch of snow, the sound of tape being pulled from a roll while wrapping 
gifts, the rustle of grocery bags filled with food for Home Harvest and our Little Pantry. 

Much like our sense of smell instantly conjures vivid 
memories of people, places, things, and moments in 
our lives, there is also the science of why music and 
sound make memories so vivid. 

The hippocampus, our memory center, sits right next 
to the auditory cortex. Because of this, music gets 
"filed" in our brains, along with our emotional 
memories. And December, with all its rituals, repeats 
the same sounds year after year, strengthening those 
neural pathways like well-worn footpaths through the 
snow. 

Music itself is a tapestry made of lyrics, melody, and harmony (also discussed in a former 
Ant’s Corner). Each of these elements, even on their own, can trigger powerful and 
visceral feelings. But every once in a while, all three elements come together in a perfect 
storm, a kind of emotional alchemy. 

For me, that’s the holiday favorite “I’ll Be Home for Christmas.” It’s a beautiful song in so 
many ways. I love every part of it. But when I hear it, the tears come almost instantly, 
every single time. It isn’t just the melody, and it isn’t the chord progression. It’s the 
moment my dad told me what the song was actually written about. As a ten-year-old, I 
didn’t yet understand that the song is the voice of a soldier in 1943, writing home with a 
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hope he knows might never come true. That last line, “if only in my dreams,” carried the 
weight of every young man who wouldn’t make it home: some because they were 
stationed oceans away, and some because they had already given their lives. It held the 
grief of every family who set a place at the table knowing it would stay empty. 

I have to say, it was quite affirming when many years later, I was watching the TV series 
M*A*S*H. In the episode “Dr. Pierce and Mr. Hyde,” Benjamin “Hawkeye” Pierce was 
trying to explain to young Radar the meaning of the song. He told him about soldiers not 
making it home, and then began to sing it… and he couldn’t get through it without 
choking up. This was absolutely not acting. This was Alan Alda, the man, unable to 
contain himself. And in that moment I thought: good, I was not alone. 

Fortunately, all of us, at least all of us reading these words, will have the privilege of 
spending Christmas with our loved ones, our church family, and our closest friends. We’ll 
hear those UCCG church bells playing our favorite Christmas hymns. We’ll feel and hear 
the crunch of snow under our feet. We’ll watch our kids perform in the Polar Express 
Christmas Pageant, and smell and taste our favorite holiday foods. We’ll hear our 
children and grandchildren call our names and wrap us in hugs. 

What’s your favorite December song or sound? What does it do for you? This is our 
personal “Soundtrack of December,” the music and sounds of memory, hope, and love. 
May your soundtrack fill your heart this season. 

Merry Christmas, everyone! 

 

 

 

***************************************************​
 

A Christmas Message 
As Christmas comes around again, we hope you find a little time to slow down, 

breathe, and enjoy the simple gifts God brings — hope, peace, joy and love.​
In the middle of all the busy moments, may the story of Jesus’ birth remind you 

that God is right here with us, bringing light into our everyday lives. 

Wishing you a warm, joy-filled Christmas season.​
May Christ’s love shine in your home, your family, and our church community. 

~ Your UCCG Staff 
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LET US PRAY TOGETHER FOR:   

Althea Blose; Ruth & Ken Newhard; Nydia and Henry Grube; 
Todd Mellett; Drena Merkel; Raylee LaAsmar; Jenn Seidel; ​
Ray and Terry Ward; Marti Stombaugh; Dolly and Bruce DeLong;​
Bruce DeLong (Pastor Janet’s brother); Dennis & Sue Sawyer; 
Amanda and Mike and their four children; Terese Carey;​
Nancy Saeger; Rosemary Whitehead; Ralph Yoder; Terry Eck;​

the Adams family (mourning the loss of Uncle Jimmy)  

Emily Christman (granddaughter of Jayne & Larry Christman) who is mourning the loss of her 
grandfather, Randy. 

Michelle Bailey (niece of Ray & Sue Borger), along with her sons, Greg and Tim and the entire 
Borger family who are mourning the loss of Michelle’s husband, Jim Bailey. 

If you have a prayer request and any updates, please contact Sue Borger or Pastor Janet. 
**Names will remain on the prayer list for two months unless updated with Sue Borger 
(484-695-7954). 

ALWAYS REMEMBERING OUR HOMEBOUND FAMILY AS WELL: ​
Eleanor Limpar (Whitehall Manor - Room C62); Naomi Thomas, at home; Doris Shaver 
(Phoebe - Room T313A)​  

*************************************************** 

NURSERY SCHOOL UPDATE:   

Contact: Sheri Stephens at 610-442-3176 or Nursery School office at 610-435-5467 

●​ We are still accepting registrations for the 2025-2026 school year.  If you know of 

someone who may be interested in enrolling their child, please have them call the 

Nursery School office at 610-435-5467 or Sheri Stephens at 610-442-3176. 

●​ Please continue collecting used clothing, bedding, purses and shoes as we are doing 

this fundraiser again for the next school year!   

●​ There is no fundraiser in December. 

●​ THANK YOU for your continued support of our Nursery School program. ❤ 

*************************************************** 

“Life is too short to wake up in the morning with regrets.​
So, love the people who treat you right, forgive the ones who don’t​

and believe that everything happens for a reason. ​
If you get the chance, take it. If it changes your life, let it. 

Nobody said it would be easy, they just promised it would be worth it.” 

~ Dr. Seuss 

​ ​  
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Outreach + Mission = GROWTH 
 

OMG’s MISSION FOCUS FOR 2025 
Our "Let's Make a Difference" collection has come to an extremely successful conclusion.   

Thank You from our 2025 Let’s Make a Difference Recipient - Dear Randy and UCCG 
Church Family - I am so, so thankful for all you did for me in helping me to get heat for the 
winter. Thank you again and again … and God Bless You.  (Psalm 118:24) 

LITTLE FREE PANTRY 
 
Our Little Free Pantry continues to be a blessing as we are seeing an 
increased need for food in our area.  We are currently in need of 
BAKED BEANS, CANNED POTATOES, CANNED CARROTS, CANNED 
PEAS, SOUPS and JELLY. Our food insecure neighbors are very 
grateful for your donations. Thank you! 
 

“If anyone has material possessions and sees a brother or sister in need but​
has no pity on them, how can the love of God be in that person?”    

 ~ 1 John 3:17 

HARVEST HOME 
  
Oh, what a harvest it was! This year’s Harvest Home non-perishable 
food collection resulted in 588 items delivered to the Allentown 
Ecumenical Food Bank on Monday, November 24. THANK YOU to 
everyone (including our friends from Full Circle of Life Ministries) 
who participated in this collection. YOU are truly a blessing. 

“A generous man will himself be blessed, ​
for he shares his food with the poor.” 

Proverbs 22:9 
 

THE CHRISTMAS FUND OF THE UCC​
The Christmas Fund has been caring for active and retired clergy and lay employees of 
the United Church of Christ for over 100 years - providing emergency grants, 
supplementation of small annuities and health premiums, and Christmas “Thank You” 
gift checks each December to our lower-income retirees. Each gift provides more than 
financial relief - it’s a reminder of God’s presence and the Church’s love. 

Please give what you can to continue supporting those who have devoted their lives to 
serving others. Specially marked envelopes are available in the lobby. 

 "For we are God's handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, ​
which God prepared in advance for us to do."     

~ Ephesians 2:10 
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CHRISTMAS MISSION 
The Caring Place (Allentown) will be the recipient of our 2025 
Christmas mission. Their mission is to reach out to young 
people who may be exposed to drugs, violence, teen 
pregnancy, unemployment and hopelessness every day. 

The Caring Place provides programs and activities to help 
young people overcome the pressures and limitations of 
their environments.  

The Christmas tree on the back wall of the sanctuary 
contains ornaments noting a gift request for a youth at the 

Caring Place. If your heart is calling you to donate a gift, remove an ornament from the 
tree, purchase the item and put the item in the designated box in the lobby. The gifts 
must be new and unwrapped and must be returned to the lobby no later than Sunday, 
December 7. Thank you. 

“Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have,​
for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.”    

 ~ Hebrews 13:16 
 

 

 

There are currently five families in the program. Four of the families are in rotation, and​
one family is staying at our apartment at the 6th Street Shelter. Our host weeks are set for 
2026 - April 12 thru 19, September 27 thru October 4 and November 8 thru 15. 

The Volunteer Appreciation dinner was held on November 12 at First Presbyterian. There 
were about 100 volunteers and board members in attendance who were treated to a dinner 
of three different types of chili, chicken pot pie, fresh fruit and cake. Attending the dinner 
from UCCG were Sue Borger, Kim Fayad, Karen & Mark Griffith, Ben Gulledge, and Sue Roth.  

Family Promise Save the Dates: 

Designer Purse Bingo - Saturday, January 17 - 11:00 am to 2:00 pm at Jordan UCC. Early bird 
(until January 4) ticket price is $35 for 20 games; regular price (after January 5 until the 
event) is $45. Five special games for $5. Food available for purchase. 

Annual Homecoming Gala - Saturday, March 28, 2026 - Giving Hope Wings - Transforming 
Futures - 5:30 pm at The Club at Twin Lakes - more info coming soon. 

Help Family Promise -Are you a Target Circle member??? - See Sue Borger if you need 
help using your Target “community support votes” to help Family Promise Lehigh Valley. 
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One Night Without a Home - Homelessness Simulation​
On Saturday night, November 22, Family Promise and UCCG once again teamed up with the 
Lehigh Conference of Churches to promote awareness of homelessness and hunger. UCCG was 
the host site and 15 participants slept in their cars, in cardboard boxes and in tents. Here are a 
few pictures of the evening which included games in Fellowship Hall and a walk to the Lights in 
Greenawalds where we met the Grinch. 

It was a very cold night so it was a real eye opener for us sleeping outside. Can you just 
imagine how the homeless endure the cold night after night? Did you know there are 1,900 
homeless children in the Lehigh Valley - a staggering number! This year our brave 
participants included Ashley Adams, Dave Adams, Mark Adams, Markie Adams, JJ Barnett, 
Spencer Barnett, Peyton Diaz and Dallis LaAsmar, Pastor Janet, Sue Roth, along with Jen, 
John and Jacob Gravatt from Jordan UCC and Susan and Bob Logomasini from FP. 
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​ UCCG is… Wise! 

 

Mental Health and the Holiday Season 
The holidays can be emotionally tough for many people. “Holiday blues” often arise from 
stress, loneliness, financial pressure, or unmet expectations. Here are some practical and 
compassionate mental health tips that can help. 

Emotional Well-Being 

1.​ Acknowledge your feelings:​
It’s okay if you don’t feel festive. Give yourself permission to experience your 
emotions without judgment. 

2.​ Set realistic expectations:​
The holidays don’t have to be perfect or like they used to be. Focus on what 
matters most and what you can control. 

3.​ Limit comparison:​
Social media can make it seem like everyone else is joyful. Remember, people 
often share highlights — not the whole story. 

4.​ Seek connection, not perfection:​
Reach out to supportive friends, family, or community groups. A text, call, or 
coffee chat can make a difference. 

Physical & Mental Self-Care 

5.​ Maintain healthy routines:​
Keep up with sleep, balanced meals, and movement — even short walks can lift 
mood and reduce stress. 

6.​ Limit alcohol and sugar:​
These can intensify mood swings and anxiety. Try alternating festive drinks with 
water or mocktails. 

7.​ Make time for quiet moments:​
Meditation, journaling, breathing exercises, or simply stepping outside can ground 
you. 

8.​ Create new rituals:​
If old traditions bring sadness, start small new ones — a solo movie night, 
volunteering, or writing gratitude notes. 

​ ​  
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Social & Supportive Strategies 

9.​ Ask for help when you need it:​
If you’re struggling, talk to a friend, counselor, or support line. You don’t have to 
face things alone. 

10.​Volunteer or give back:​
Helping others — through donations, volunteering, or simple kindness — can 
boost purpose and connection. 

If you’re feeling deeply sad or hopeless: 

If your mood feels overwhelming, lasts for weeks, or includes thoughts of self-harm, 
please reach out right away: 

●​ In the U.S., call or text 988 (Suicide and Crisis Lifeline). 
●​ If outside the U.S., find international hotlines here: [findahelpline.com], which 

lists free, local mental health support numbers. 

~ The UCCG Mental Health Team and the NAMI website 

 

Growing Old Gracefully; Part 3 

“Our WISHES for the FUTURE” 
WHICH GATHERING DID YOU PUT ON YOUR JANUARY CALENDAR?? 

Choose the date that fits best with your schedule: 
Friday, January 16 10:00 am - Noon OR Thursday, January 22 6:00 - 8:00 pm 

We warmly encourage everyone—no matter your age—to join us for this meaningful 
and faith-filled opportunity. Preparing now is a gift of love for ourselves, our families, 
and our church community. 

We will explore the Five Wishes—a nationally recognized end-of-life planning tool that 
helps each of us think through how we want to be treated, supported, and remembered 
when the time comes. These conversations will include not only practical details, but 
also reflection on the songs and scriptures that bring us comfort and hope in times of 
loss. 

As part of our time together, participants will have the chance to fill out their own Five 
Wishes form to take home, and a funeral planning document which will be kept on file at 
the church. This ensures that your desires are known and honored, offering peace of 
mind for you and clarity for your loved ones. 
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Your 2025 Consistory​ THANK YOU FOR SERVING!! 

(Consistory members are elected for a three year term. Officers are elected for a​
one year term within their three years; term in office may be repeated if necessary.) 

 
Officers:​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
Moderator - Karen Griffith; ​ ​ Class of 2026​ ​ ​  
Vice Moderator - Glenn Horlacher; ​ Class of 2027​ ​  
Treasurer - Bonnie Marmon; ​​ Class of 2027​ ​ ​  
Financial Secretary - Grant Field; ​ Class of 2027​ ​  
Recording Secretary - Sue Borger; ​Class of 2025​ ​  

At Large Members: 
Mark Adams ​ ​ Class of 2026 
Linda Altrichter ​ ​ Class of 2026 
Jayne Christman ​ Class of 2025 
Nanci Snyder​ ​ Class of 2025 
Matt Stalter ​ ​ Class of 2026 

SPIRITUAL COUNCIL 
(Active Elders serve on the Spiritual Council for 2 year terms.) 

 
Jayne Christman  Class of 2025 
Karen Adams​   Class of 2025 
Eileen Cleaver​   Class of 2025 

Carla Lindenmuth   Class of 2026 
Don Harris​            Class of 2026 

​
PNEC Delegates: Ben Gulledge 

Alternate Delegate: Ashley Adams 
Youth Delegate: Markie Adams 

*************************************************** 

​
“Seeing is believing, but sometimes the most real things​

in the world are the things we can't see." 

~ The Polar Express 
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NOVEMBER UCCG Consistory Hot 
 
Consistory members may have had a long November meeting, but they were treated with 

chocolate chip cookies and pumpkin roll. Items of note are: 

 

●​ Budget deficit discussions took quite a bit of time. Unfortunately, unbudgeted expenses 

outpaced the increased giving for 2025. Various financial options were discussed, but 

ultimately, the finance and budget team has been tasked with providing options. Our 

congregation has been exceptionally generous with our donations to various benevolences, 

which is our passion. We must now work on our own finances so that we can continue 

being a presence in Christ’s community of faith. 

●​ We reviewed and approved all Ministry Team Reports. 

●​ Church Safety - a doorbell was installed at the main entrance. The elder in charge will lock 

the doors at 10:10 and carry a buzzer (vibrates and lights up) to unlock for late comers. 

●​ A/V equipment and various church spaces will be inventoried, photographed and records 

kept in safe for insurance purposes. This will begin in January. 

●​ Mark Adams will investigate costs for advertising in The Press. 

●​ A bulletin board for school news will be at the end of the narthex and the bill tree will 

move to the easel at the front door for better visibility. 

●​ As of January 1, 2026 the PNEC will no longer exist. Instead, we will be the Mountain Valley 

Association of the Keystone Conference. UCCG will need to support both the Keystone 

Conference and our new association. 

●​ UCCG Fliers have been handed out at the Lights in Greenawalds.  

●​ We are hoping for a good response to the stewardship letter. Cards will be dedicated on 

Sunday, November 23. 

 

 

 
 ~ Karen Griffith, Moderator Consistory 
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Here are the financial results for the first 10 months of 2025. 
 
 
 

Every Gift Tells Our Story 
As we approach the end of the year, we find ourselves $20,640 behind in meeting our 
2025 ministry expenses. That number can feel daunting—but it also represents an 
opportunity: an opportunity for us to show once again what happens when faith and 
generosity come together. 

As was reported at our Congregational Meeting on November 23, our expenses 
exceeded income due to several “one-offs" – including boiler repairs, kitchen fire 
suppression repairs and installation of a wi-fi fire alarm system.  

Every week, your giving fuels real ministry. It keeps our sanctuary warm, our outreach 
active, our children learning, and our worship alive. Every dollar, every act of service, 
every invitation extended helps us live out our call to love God and neighbor right here 
in Allentown. 

We can do this—together. 

If each household prayerfully increased their giving, even modestly, or made a one-time 
year-end gift, we could erase the deficit and enter 2026 strong and ready to grow! 

Your generosity is not just about balancing a budget—it’s about investing in the future of 
UCC Greenawalds, where faith is shared, love is practiced, and hope is renewed. 

Please consider electronic giving - which assures an income even if you’re not able to 
attend worship in person. Please contact Sue who can help set this up. 

Let’s turn RED into GREEN this holiday season and keep God’s light shining bright! 
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DECEMBER 2025 
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Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

 1 2 
 
 
6:30 pm Den 

Meeting 

3 
 

6:30 pm 
What Matters 
on Wednesday 
-Alpha Series 

4 
 
 
6:30 pm E&O 
Meeting 

5 
 

6 

7**  
 
 
*** FCLM 
 
11a-7p Private 
Rental 
Fellowship Hall 

8 
 

9 
 
6:00 pm 
Confirmation 
Class at St. 
John’s 
Fullerton 

6:30 pm Den 

Meeting 

10 
 

No 
What Matters on 
Wednesday  

11 
10 am OMG 

Meeting (in CR) 
 
10:00 am 
Nursery School 
Family Sing-along 
(in Sanctuary and 
Lobby) 

12 13 
 
3:00 pm Piano 
Guild Recital 
in Sanctuary 
(and 
Fellowship 
Hall after)  

14**  
 

Christmas 
caroling -  
2:00 pm 
Shut-ins 
4:30 pm in 
Neighborhood 
 
*** FCLM 

15 
 

16 
 
 
6:30 pm 
Mental Health 
meeting 

6:30 pm Den 
Holiday Party 

17 
 

 

No 
What Matters on 
Wednesday  

18 
 
 
 
5:30 pm 
Consistory Mtg 

19 
 
 
10:00 am Faith 
Formation Team 

 
 

20 
 
Dress 
Rehearsal for 
Polar Express 
10:00 am - 
noon 

21**  
 
POLAR EXPRESS 
Christmas 
Musical in 10am 
Worship 
 
*** FCLM 

22 
 
 

23 24​
Christmas Eve​
Services​
7:30 pm ​
10:30 pm 
w/Communion 
at late service 

25 

Christmas Day 

 
 

26 
 
 
 
 
Pastor Janet on 
vacation 

27 
 
 
 
 
Pastor Janet 
on vacation 

28**  
 
 
 
*** FCLM 
 
Pastor Janet on 
vacation 

29 
 
 
 
 

 
Pastor Janet 
on vacation 

30 
 
 
 
 
Pastor Janet 
on vacation 

31 
 
No 
What Matters on 
Wednesday  

Pastor Janet on 
vacation 

** Every Sunday unless otherwise stated: 
9:00 am Sunday School 
9:30 am Fellowship Time​
10:00 am Worship 
 
*** Full Circle of Life Ministries​
Sanctuary Rental - Sundays ​
3:00-8 pm (FCLM) 



 
 

 

OUR STAFF 
 

Rev. Janet Newett, Pastor                  ​ ​ ​ ​ 610.657.2189 cell 

        ​ ​ ​ pastorjanetn@gmail.com 

Church Office/Main Phone                                     ​         ​ 610-435-1763 

Susan Borger, Church Secretary                                         ​ 484-695-7954 cell 

Anthony Newett, Music Director & A/V Tech Advisor            ​215-805-4353 

Lee Stephens​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ 610-216-1664 

        ​ Nursery School                                                                    ​ 610-435-5467 
             ​​ ​ ​ churchoffice@uccgreenawalds.org ​                       ​ ​     ​  
 

Pastor’s Office Hours Vary 
For a visit with Pastor Janet, please call her cell phone. (Text messages preferred) 

                ​                ​ Church Secretary Office Hours are Wednesday, 9:00 am – 2:00 pm. 
(Other hours, from home.  Call as necessary.)  

ECHOES is a monthly publication of the United Church of Christ, Greenawalds.  Members, committee 
chairpersons leading a group and anyone with pertinent information are encouraged to submit information and 

upcoming events.  Submit news by email to the church office at churchoffice@uccgreenawalds.org ​
or to Sue Borger at borgersusan@yahoo.com no later than the 15th of each month.​

 

****************************************************** 
Each Friday, in our email newsletter entitled, WEEKLY WORDS, we share all of our prayer 

concerns, weekly bulletin and upcoming events.  If you would like to be added to our email 

distribution list, please email churchoffice@uccgreenawalds.org 

******************************************************************* 

​ ​  
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The DECEMBER 2025 Edition of Echoes is sponsored by: 

Anna (Rosamilia) DeRoach​
in loving memory of her parents, Jerre & Betty Hebig.​

 
​

Communication to our members is an important part of our ministry.  If you cannot attend church 
regularly, or do not use a computer, you can remain connected with the news, our mission and upcoming 

activities through this newsletter.​
​

Sponsors for the Echoes help to support the ministry of UCC Greenawalds to all members.​
Call Sue Borger 484.695.7954 to sign up for a sponsorship and include your dedication information. 

 

Cost is $20.00 per sponsorship. 

mailto:churchoffice@uccgreenawalds.org
mailto:borgersusan@yahoo.com
mailto:churchoffice@uccgreenawalds.org

	December Kindness Challenge​**(Parents/Grandparents, please have your kids read this challenge)** 
	“The Soundtrack of December” 

